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MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
JOINT WORK SESSION 

April 20, 2010 
Social Hall- Parks and Recreation 

 
 

 
 

PRESENT: President Jeff Buettner; Vice-Mayor Michael Butler; Councilors Evan Clark, 
Vice-President Art Major, Milt McInturff, Mayor Elizabeth Minor, Les Veach 
and John Willingham (8) 

 
ABSENT: Councilor John Hill (1) 
 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board in attendance:  Chairman Debbie Lewis, Kyle Homan, 

Jack McDonald, Matthew Mintschenko, and Brian Wigley 
 
Discovery Museum representative in attendance:  Chairman Phil Glaize 
 
Parks and Recreation Board Chairman Debbie Lewis called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. 
 
• Council and advisory board members introduced themselves. 
 
• Tour of Active Living Center-  Decided that a tour was not necessary 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Brad Veach updated councilors on the following items: 
 
• Disc Golf Course-  Mr. Veach explained that about six to eight months ago the Parks and 

Recreation Department received an estimated 400 signatures from the community requesting 
a Disc Golf Course.  A committee composed of citizens was formed.  There is enough money 
to fund nine holes.  The park currently has about $6,000 available for the project.  The total 
cost of the project is roughly $13,000.  Some monies were received by different 
organizations and civic clubs sponsoring a hole. 

 
• Par Course Renovation-  There are enough funds to renovate portions of the par course. A 

major donor would be announced in the next thirty days.  This course is free to the 
community. 

 
• Cyclocross Event in the Park-  This is an event held by the Winchester Wheelman.  Last 

year the race had 150 participants that attended the weekend event.  Mr. Veach stated that 
letters were received from various participants regarding their stay in Winchester.  This year 
the ride will take place on a Sunday and over 500 participants are expected. 

 
• World Series Update-  Mr. Veach stated that the park will be getting ready to host the 2011 

Cal Ripken 10 year old World Series and thanked Councilors for helping in allowing this to 
happen. 
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• Winchester Parks Foundation-  Advisory Board Chairman Debbie Lewis gave an overview 
of the Winchester Parks Foundation and distributed a dated brochure to Councilors for their 
information.  Ms. Lewis explained that the advisory board has met with the park foundation 
and are trying to work together to raise money to make improvements and add things to the 
park.  The foundation is a 501 (C) 3 Non-Profit Charitable Organization.  The Dog Park is 
one example of help from the foundation.  The foundation also helped fund more than 50% 
toward a new fence for the Horseshoe Club and are paying for part of the Disc Golf Course.  
Citizens can donate to the foundation and also receive a tax break. 

 
• City Code Revision-  In John Elliot’s absence, Ms. Lewis stated that the department and 

board are reviewing City Codes of other communities throughout the state pertaining to the 
Parks and Recreation Department.  The department will then send the revisions and 
suggestions to the City Attorney for review. 

 
• Green Space for N. Loudoun/N. Braddock area-  In Krista Farris’ absence, Ms. Lewis 

stated it has been a topic that there is not any property in the N. Braddock/Fairmont Ave. area 
with green space.  The advisory board would like to make it a priority within the next couple 
of years to create a green space not just for active recreation, but for passive recreation. 

 
• Discovery Museum- The advisory board presented some questions that they had regarding 

the Discovery Museum since most of the board was not serving at the time Council had 
approved the original lease.  President Buettner confirmed that the lease had expired.  
President Buettner also stated that Council would like for the advisory board to work with the 
Discovery Museum to write a new lease and Memorandum of Understanding.  The 
documents would then go to the City Attorney for review and then moved to Council for 
discussion and approval. 

 
There was some concern by the advisory board whether or not the project would be approved 
to be in the park regardless.  President Buettner stated that if the advisory board met with the 
Discovery Museum, worked out the lease, MOU and discussed question; and did not think 
having the museum in the park would be a good fit, then the Parks Advisory Board would let 
Council know and a decision would be made. 
 
Mayor Minor commented that Council made a commitment and the Discovery Museum has 
worked long and hard to raise money and haven’t broken ground yet. 
 
After being asked if the park was the only space considered for the museum, Discovery 
Museum Chair Phil Glaize stated that the building design right now is for the park. 
 
Mr. Glaize stated that the museum is a few months away in fundraising to close a gap in 
order to build and construct everything needed.  Mr. Glaize felt that construction could start 
by January, 2011. 
 
President Buettner stated that Council took on too much of the responsibility, didn’t follow 
through and that’s why Council is requesting the advisory board and museum to work out all 
the details. 
 
It was agreed that the lease needed to be reviewed very carefully since it is a legal document. 
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Also discussed was the outlook to other organizations of the relationship with the park and 
the Discovery Museum.  President Buettner stated that Council felt the museum would 
provide great interaction with children to grow and learn; and it would be a good fit to the 
mission of the park.  This would provide an opportunity to bring families in to the park to 
utilize some of the infrastructures. 
 
Mr. Wigley stated that the advisory board had a meeting with the museum and didn’t receive 
any responses to questions.  Mr. Veach explained that he had talked to Mr. Glaize prior to the 
meeting and if the advisory board was directed to meet with the museum, then questions 
would be answered. 
 
It was agreed that Council endorsement of the concept of the Discovery Museum in the park 
would be added to the upcoming work session agenda.  Any questions that the board 
presented pertaining to Council would be answered or discussed at the work session.  
President Buettner explained that endorsing the concept does not mean Council approves 
until the advisory board meets with the museum to draft a lease and MOU and 
recommendations are made. 
 
Board member Krista Farris arrived at 6:59 p.m. 
 
Councilors commended the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board for setting the bar high for 
other boards and commissions.  Council will try to have a liaison attend more meetings for 
better representation and communication. 
 
Chairman Lewis stated that she and Mr. Jack McDonald will be leaving the board when their 
terms expire in April.  Mr. Tim Grove will be the upcoming Chairman and has decided to 
schedule one advisory board meeting per month. 
 
Chairman Lewis commended the work of Parks and Recreation Director Brad Veach as well 
as Parks Administration Coordinator Susie Martin. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 
 


