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The NRAB'’s Study Process

¢ NRAB members interviewed persennel
Invelved with this Issue, researched
potential selutiens enline, and Investigatead
InRevative and established appreaches
that have Been Used te combat this ISsUe.

¢ IS presentatien) IS the: resulit of these
IRVESstigatlens; and eurr dellberaticns.




Waterfowl Solutions: Overview

¢ No single approach will resolve
Winchester’s problems with waterfowl.

& Any set ofi selutiens willl need time to take
efifiect, and! they will need te be engeing.

¢ Effectiveness will be improved If the: City.
collalberates With GWREKS) Gff OthEr PropREKLY,
thAaE SUPPeRISAWVaLEIGWVIE

9 Compare contrel Costs tor the CUkfEnt: CeSTS
eifcieanipranciesirechreaenzl
OpPpPerURIuES:




Waterfowl Solutions:
Recommended Approaches

The NRAB recommends a combination
off approaches:

. Communication & Public Education
. Ordinances & Enfercement
. Repellents
. Border Collies
> PepulauenrContielNey, @line Egas
> Candscaping




A. Communication
& Public Education

Reduce recreational feeding by humans.
Recreational feeding I1s harmiull to
waterfowl as the feod Is usually
unhealthy and leads the birds to
depend on humans fer thelr ficed

supply.

e accomplish this task the NRAB
recommends:

i lnstallfsigns
2 Conduct puklic meEelings
20 PUBlishrtiyers

20 SEek mEediar CoVerage




1. Install Signs

& State the reasons why feeding geese Is not
good for the birds and humans. (Signs that
simply state do not feed the wildlife are not
as effective.)

¢ Withrthe feeding of birds andi smalllmammals
commenplace: Ini eur secliety, the City must
explaim why, eeding Wateriewl Rarms the
PIrAS. Otherwise, peeplewill continue: te ieed
theranimals:




Example of public
Information sign:

0

STOP ANIMAL CRUELTY

A Fed Goose
IS a Dead Goose !




2. Conduct Public Meetings

+ Community meetings are vital. The City must
convey the idea that feeding Canada Geese
and other waterfowl Is not In the best Interest
off the birds or humans.

¢ Public outreach: civic groups; schools,
charitable erganizations, and park VISItiers.

¢ The NRAB Is scheduled to conduct Its first
pUklici MEELIRNG enl 12 Eehruan/ 2009 at Jim
Barnett Paks




3. Publish Flyers
4, Seek Media Coverage

& An example off a flyer 1s being provided.

9 Preparng news releases, and
aeVertising I the lecal REWSPAPELRS IS
anRether avenue: te) spreadl the City/ s
MESSage:




B. Ordinances and Enforcement

¢ In most communities, regulation and
enforcement are not the preferred methods.
Most residents, once they know about the
reasons why Canada Geese should not be fed,
will' step feeding.

These that have fed Canada Geese: ok years

may. take exception to the non-feeding:
reguest. For these occasions, ofificiall action
may. Be required.

IR 2008, Winchester enacted a leocal ordinance
PRERIPIWAG the feeding e PaIING Gr MIgratoRy,
O neR=mIgraten/ A Wateriowl (Chapter s,
Article [11)




C. Repellents

¢ Use a combination ofi twoe chemical
repellents: methyl anthranilate (“Goose-B-
Gone™) and anthraguinene (“Elight
Controel™).

o Apply ter mewed grass during critical
PErieds When Birds are selecting nesting
and GVERWIRTLErInG SItes.

9 Estimated cost: off metayifantaranilate:
SAIZ25 PEr application  PER acre: EoU
apPlICAERS PER VEealr NECCE




D. Border Collies

¢ Most sources consider border collies an
effective, humane and long-term
waterfowl control method.

¢ Use collies several times a day. In early

spring for 4-2 weeks until: birds; move.
Retuin periodically aftenvards, then
IAcrease: visiits during fallf migration.

¢ Purchase = $1,500-3,000. Annual
malntenance PeEr g —$400-600. Can
alse nIre collier patrol= e Wekkawiith coliie
OWHREEVOIURTEERS 16) FedlCE COSES:




E. Olling Waterfowl Eggs

Patrol area to locate and map nests. (Birds will
nest In the same place each year.)

Coat eggs with nen-texic corn oil.

A free federal permit IS reguired for annual
application and reporting (simple procedure
done online).

Notes:

15

[DEstreyIng NEsts; and eggs Will- net Work
pecause birdstwiliFsimply revunld RESLS anaiay

new egags.

@Iling allewssstalii ter destre)/ enly the  target
SPECIES) andl7- Bl nests) desiread:




F. Add Landscaping

¢ Waterfowl perceive clumps ofi vegetation
as habitat for predators. Use small native
shrubs and wildflewers.

¢ IS/ approach IS a cost-effective
alternative; to: mowing, requiknge) low
maintenance after plants; are estaklished.

¢ IESE plantingsialsermprovewWaterr gualiicy.
Py trapping and taking Upr pelivtanits in
stermwWater ruRoiif:




Euthanizing ...

¢ Is recommended as a last resort If
the above recommendations fail to
controll the waterfowl pepulations.

» N2y alse be necessary fior the health
andiwelfare of the wWateriowlil i they,
PECEME diseased or are injured
pPeyenRd reRapiiitatien:




The Next Step

¢ Since the euthanizing of Canada
geese In June 2008, the population
Mas rebounded.

¢ Consequently, the NRAB
FECOMMERNGS that the Sel Off SeIUionS
GESCHEd albpVve e Implemented as
SEENLAS PeSSIkIE:




Questions ?




