
Addressing Canada Addressing Canada 
Geese and Other Geese and Other 

Waterfowl Problems Waterfowl Problems 

by the Winchester by the Winchester 
Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) 

February 12, 2009February 12, 2009



The NRAB’s Study Process   The NRAB’s Study Process   

NRAB members interviewed personnel NRAB members interviewed personnel 
involved with this issue, researched involved with this issue, researched 
potential solutions online, and investigated potential solutions online, and investigated 
innovative and established approaches innovative and established approaches 
that have been used to combat this issue.that have been used to combat this issue.

This presentation is the result of those This presentation is the result of those 
investigations and our deliberations.investigations and our deliberations.



Waterfowl Solutions: OverviewWaterfowl Solutions: Overview
No single approach will resolve No single approach will resolve 
Winchester’s problems with waterfowl.Winchester’s problems with waterfowl.

Any set of solutions will need time to take Any set of solutions will need time to take 
effect, and effect, and they they will need to be ongoing.will need to be ongoing.

Effectiveness will be improved if the City Effectiveness will be improved if the City 
collaborates with owners of other property collaborates with owners of other property 
that supports waterfowl.that supports waterfowl.

Compare control costs to the current costs Compare control costs to the current costs 
of cleanup and lost recreational of cleanup and lost recreational 
opportunities.opportunities.



Waterfowl Solutions: Waterfowl Solutions: 
Recommended ApproachesRecommended Approaches

The NRAB recommends a combination The NRAB recommends a combination 
of approaches:of approaches:

A.  Communication & Public EducationA.  Communication & Public Education
B.  Ordinances & EnforcementB.  Ordinances & Enforcement
C.  RepellentsC.  Repellents
D.  Border ColliesD.  Border Collies
E.  Population Control by Oiling EggsE.  Population Control by Oiling Eggs
F.  LandscapingF.  Landscaping



A. Communication A. Communication 
& Public Education  & Public Education  

Reduce recreational feeding by humans.  Reduce recreational feeding by humans.  
Recreational feeding is harmful to Recreational feeding is harmful to 
waterfowl as the food is usually waterfowl as the food is usually 
unhealthy and leads the birds to unhealthy and leads the birds to 
depend on humans for their food depend on humans for their food 
supply.supply.

To accomplish this task the NRAB To accomplish this task the NRAB 
recommends:recommends:

1.1. Install signsInstall signs
2.2. Conduct public meetingsConduct public meetings
3.3. Publish flyersPublish flyers
4.4. Seek media coverageSeek media coverage



1. Install Signs1. Install Signs

State the reasons why feeding geese is not State the reasons why feeding geese is not 
good for the birds and humans. (Signs that good for the birds and humans. (Signs that 
simply state simply state do not feed the wildlifedo not feed the wildlife are not are not 
as effective.)as effective.)

With the feeding of birds and small mammals With the feeding of birds and small mammals 
commonplace in our society, the City must commonplace in our society, the City must 
explain why feeding waterfowl explain why feeding waterfowl harmsharms the the 
birds.  Otherwise, people will continue to feed birds.  Otherwise, people will continue to feed 
the animals. the animals. 



Example of public Example of public 
information sign:information sign:

STOP ANIMAL CRUELTY

A Fed Goose 
is a Dead Goose !



2.  Conduct Public Meetings2.  Conduct Public Meetings

Community meetings are vital.  The City must Community meetings are vital.  The City must 
convey the idea that feeding Canada Geese convey the idea that feeding Canada Geese 
and other waterfowl is not in the best interest and other waterfowl is not in the best interest 
of the birds or humans.of the birds or humans.

Public outreach: civic groups, schools, Public outreach: civic groups, schools, 
charitable organizations, and park visitors. charitable organizations, and park visitors. 

The NRAB is scheduled to conduct its first The NRAB is scheduled to conduct its first 
public meeting on 12 February 2009 at Jim public meeting on 12 February 2009 at Jim 
Barnett Park. Barnett Park. 



3.  Publish Flyers3.  Publish Flyers
4.  Seek Media Coverage4.  Seek Media Coverage

An example of a flyer is being provided.An example of a flyer is being provided.

Preparing news releases and Preparing news releases and 
advertising in the local newspapers is advertising in the local newspapers is 
another avenue to spread the City’s another avenue to spread the City’s 
message. message. 



B. Ordinances and Enforcement  B. Ordinances and Enforcement  
In most communities, regulation and In most communities, regulation and 
enforcement are not the preferred methods. enforcement are not the preferred methods. 
Most residents, once they know about the Most residents, once they know about the 
reasons why Canada Geese should not be fed, reasons why Canada Geese should not be fed, 
will stop feeding. will stop feeding. 

Those that have fed Canada Geese for years Those that have fed Canada Geese for years 
may take exception to the nonmay take exception to the non--feeding feeding 
request.  For those occasions, official action request.  For those occasions, official action 
may be required. may be required. 

In 2008, Winchester enacted a local ordinance In 2008, Winchester enacted a local ordinance 
prohibiting the feeding or baiting or migratory prohibiting the feeding or baiting or migratory 
or nonor non--migratory waterfowl (Chapter 5, migratory waterfowl (Chapter 5, 
Article III)Article III)



C. RepellentsC. Repellents
Use a combination of two chemical Use a combination of two chemical 
repellents: methyl anthranilate (“Gooserepellents: methyl anthranilate (“Goose--BB--
Gone”) and anthraquinone (“Flight Gone”) and anthraquinone (“Flight 
Control”).Control”).

Apply to mowed grass during critical Apply to mowed grass during critical 
periods when birds are selecting nesting periods when birds are selecting nesting 
and overwintering sites.and overwintering sites.

Estimated cost of methyl anthranilate: Estimated cost of methyl anthranilate: 
$125 per application per acre.  Four $125 per application per acre.  Four 
applications per year needed.applications per year needed.



D. Border ColliesD. Border Collies
Most sources consider border collies an Most sources consider border collies an 
effective, humane and longeffective, humane and long--term term 
waterfowl control method.waterfowl control method.

Use collies several times a day in early Use collies several times a day in early 
spring for 1spring for 1--2 weeks until birds move.  2 weeks until birds move.  
Return periodically afterwards, then Return periodically afterwards, then 
increase visits during fall migration.increase visits during fall migration.

Purchase = $1,500Purchase = $1,500--3,000.  Annual 3,000.  Annual 
maintenance per dog ~$400maintenance per dog ~$400--600.  Can 600.  Can 
also hire “collie patrol” or work with collie also hire “collie patrol” or work with collie 
ownerowner--volunteers to reduce costs.volunteers to reduce costs.



E. Oiling Waterfowl EggsE. Oiling Waterfowl Eggs
Patrol area to locate and map nests.  (Birds will Patrol area to locate and map nests.  (Birds will 
nest in the same place each year.)nest in the same place each year.)
Coat eggs with nonCoat eggs with non--toxic corn oil.toxic corn oil.
A free federal permit is required for annual A free federal permit is required for annual 
application and reporting (simple procedure application and reporting (simple procedure 
done online).done online).

Notes: Notes: 
1.1. Destroying nests and eggs will not work Destroying nests and eggs will not work 

because birds will simply rebuild nests and lay because birds will simply rebuild nests and lay 
new eggs.new eggs.

2.2. Oiling allows staff to destroy only the target Oiling allows staff to destroy only the target 
species and # of nests desired.species and # of nests desired.



F.  Add LandscapingF.  Add Landscaping
Waterfowl perceive clumps of vegetation Waterfowl perceive clumps of vegetation 
as habitat for predators.  Use small native as habitat for predators.  Use small native 
shrubs and wildflowers.shrubs and wildflowers.

This approach is a costThis approach is a cost--effective effective 
alternative to mowing, requiring low alternative to mowing, requiring low 
maintenance after plants are established.maintenance after plants are established.

These plantings also improve water quality These plantings also improve water quality 
by trapping and taking up pollutants in by trapping and taking up pollutants in 
stormwater runoff.stormwater runoff.



Euthanizing …Euthanizing …

Is recommended as a last resort if Is recommended as a last resort if 
the above recommendations fail to the above recommendations fail to 
control the waterfowl populations. control the waterfowl populations. 

May also be necessary for the health May also be necessary for the health 
and welfare of the waterfowl if they and welfare of the waterfowl if they 
become diseased or are injured become diseased or are injured 
beyond rehabilitation. beyond rehabilitation. 



The Next Step    The Next Step    

Since the euthanizing of Canada Since the euthanizing of Canada 
geese in June 2008, the population geese in June 2008, the population 
has rebounded.has rebounded.

Consequently, the NRAB Consequently, the NRAB 
recommends that the set of solutions recommends that the set of solutions 
described above described above be implemented as be implemented as 
soon as possiblesoon as possible. . 



Questions ?Questions ?


