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Greet ings:

On behal f  of  the Winchester  P lanning Commission and the Winchester  Common Counci l ,  we are  p leased to  present 
th is  update of  the City  of  Winchester  Comprehensive Plan.  Virg in ia  Code requires  P lanning Commissions to  prepare 
and recommend a  Comprehensive Plan to  the governing body in  a l l  Virg in ia  jur isdict ions.  This  update represents  a 
major  revis ion to  the Plan.  The Commission conducted extensive review of  ex ist ing condit ions as  wel l  as  explorat ion 
of  a l ternat ive future v is ions.  The attached Plan represents  a  departure f rom the status quo in  many areas of  the 
City  where change is  desired.

Comprehensive planning in  Winchester  dates  back at  least  to  1958,  a l though planning star ted more than 250 years 
back when young George Washington served as  a  surveyor  for  Lord Fair fax .  Winchester ’s  founder,  Col .  James Wood 
worked with Fair fax  to  p lat  out  the City. 

This  P lan of fers  strategic  guidance for  future publ ic  and pr ivate  redevelopment  decis ions which wi l l  have impacts  on 
the physical  form of  land development .  Sustainable  growth must  be pursued in  a  manner  that  respects  preservat ion 
of  natural ,  cultural  and histor ic  resources.  Environmental ,  economic,  and socia l  factors  must  a l l  be  considered.   This 
update cont inues to  emphasize the need to  work together  as  one community  with  our  neighbors  in  Freder ick  County, 
s ince many issues transcend corporate pol i t ica l  boundar ies .

Consistent  with  State  Code,  th is  P lan incorporates  pr inciples  of  New Urbanism,  Urban Development  Areas,  and 
Tradit ional  Neighborhood Design.  Adherence to  th is  P lan wi l l  serve to  improve the qual i ty  of  l i fe  for  the c i t izens of 
th is  community  wel l  into  the future .

The City  is  indebted to  a l l  of  the Planning Commissioners  past  and present  who,  without  compensat ion,  gave 
generously  of  their  t ime over  the past  f ive  year  per iod working on th is  P lan update.  Specia l  thanks is  of fered to 
former Chairman Susan Masters  and former Vice Chairman Phi l ip  Weber,  J r.  for  their  leadership and serv ice on the 
Commission.

                
Nate L .  Adams,  I I I       E l izabeth A.  Minor
Chairman,  P lanning Commission   Mayor
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