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WINCHESTER TREE COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

April 26, 2012 
 

 
The regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Winchester Tree Commission was held 
on Thursday, April 26, 2012 in the Conference Room at City Yards. 
 
Mr. Patrick Farris, Tree Commission Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.     
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve the March 22, 2012 minutes; seconded by 
Donna Downing; motion was approved by a 2-0 vote, Patrick Farris abstained. 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that have already been 
suggested by the arborist for the purpose of this meeting and future meetings; seconded 
by Patrick Farris; motion was approved by a 3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen 
were absent at time of vote. 
 
Members present: Patrick Farris, T’ai Roulston, Kate Christen, Mary Stickley, Donna 
Downing and Natural Resources Advisory Board Liaison Gerald Crowell 
 
Members absent: Allison Major 
 
Staff present: Tom Denney, Jennifer Hammer, and Mandy Ricketts    
 
Guests Present: Keith Kavel and Clark Neff 
 

Mary Stickley arrived at 4:04 p.m. 
 
Guest Comments: 
 
Mr. Keith Kaval, resident at 931 Kinzel Dr, spoke about the removal of two sweet gum 
trees located at his residence and at 927 Kinzel Drive. Mr. Kaval told the Tree 
Commission the sweet gum trees in front of his house were damaged when the ice from 
the snow storm caused the limbs of the trees to fall on the power lines, and the branches 
have even fallen on cars. Mr. Kaval said the droppings from the sweet gum trees are a 
nuisance and he constantly has to rake his lawn and remove the droppings from the gutter 
on his house because the droppings stop the gutter from draining properly. Mr. Kaval said 
the City workers have to clear the droppings from the storm drains roughly every two 
weeks due to the wind blowing the droppings around. Mr. Kaval said the sidewalk 
located next to the tree has been damaged due to the roots of the trees breaking through 
the concrete. Jen Hammer said the Tree Commission will be voting on the two trees 
separately. Jen Hammer agrees, that the tree located at 930 Kinzel Drive should be 
removed because of the significant amount of canopy missing and unstable architecture. 
Jen disagrees with the removal of the tree at 927 Kinzel Drive because this tree is still 
healthy, it is just a nuisance. Jen said maintenance pruning would be beneficial to the tree 
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located at 927 Kinzel Drive. Mary Stickley asked if the policy stating a sweet gum would 
be removed if the citizen complained about the tree was still in effect. Patrick Farris said 
that policy is no longer in effect, the Tree Commission will consider removals on a case 
by case basis, meaning the tree will have to be voted on by the Tree Commission 
members just like all the other City trees. Patrick Farris said the City has a policy that 
says the Tree Commission needs to save as much tree canopy as possible, and that is why 
this decision is tough, because the tree is still a healthy tree. Mr. Kaval said he did not 
agree with what the Tree Commission was saying, because the tree was not suitable for 
the area and should be removed. Patrick Farris said it will be better in the future because 
the budget for tree removal is very little. Patrick said the location where the tree was 
removed will be added to a planting list and a new tree will be planted in the same 
location. Patrick said it would be easier to make a decision on the tree if the budget 
allowed a new tree with a large caliper to be planted in that spot. Patrick asked Mr. Kaval 
to reapply to have this tree evaluated in one year. T’ai Roulston added that the sweet gum 
tree is now on the list of trees the City will no longer plant. Tom Denney told Mr. Kaval 
that he will be receiving a letter in the mail stating his removal request was denied, but 
Mr. Kaval has the option to appeal this decision through the City Manager. 
 

Kate Christen arrived at 4:08 p.m. 
 
Mr. Clark Neff, resident at 1467 Greystone Terrace, spoke about the removal of the two 
trees, a Norway maple and a silver maple. Mr. Neff stated this is his third time presenting 
these trees to the Tree Commission. The roots of the trees have torn up the sidewalk as 
well as his yard. In order for Mr. Neff’s landscaper to repair the yard, he would have to 
cut the roots, which could cause potential damage to the tree. Mr. Neff said the tree has a 
piece of dead wood that hangs over the roof of his house and he is afraid the limb will 
damage his house. The roots have started to come out through the top of his grass. Jen 
stated that she kept the trees on the same vote because her recommendations are the same 
for both trees, at a minimum the two trees need pruned and dead wooding. Tom Denney 
asked Jen Hammer if the tree is on City property. Jen said this is a weird situation but yes 
the tree is on City property. Jen said she inspected the tree, and did not see any defects 
that could possibly make the tree a threat to the house. Mr. Neff said he had a similar tree 
in the backyard that was removed by a private contractor and when the tree that appeared 
healthy was cut down, the whole inside of the tree was hollow from squirrels getting into 
the trunk and making nests inside. Jen said from the ground the tree looks sound but an 
aerial inspection would reassure that. Tom Denney asked if there were any records of this 
silver maple being trimmed since Mr. Neff stated this was the third time he requested a 
removal for this tree. Jen said there are records of a tree being trimmed at that address but 
unfortunately the document did not specify which trees were pruned at this address. 
Patrick said when the tree is pruned, the contractor and Jen will thoroughly inspect the 
tree to make sure it is sound and trimmed to prevent possible damage to the house. Tom 
Denney said if the contractor is pruning the tree and thinks the tree is unhealthy, Mr. Neff 
will not have to go through this process again. The tree will be added to the removal list 
without having to be approved through the Tree Commission. Donna Downing asked if 
Mr. Neff’s tree could be bumped up to the top of the prune list due to the 
misunderstanding of which trees have been previously pruned. Jen Hammer said she did 
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not see where that would be an issue because she prioritizes the list of prunes and 
removals. Tom Denney said the City has no money in their budget to prune these trees 
until the new fiscal year starts on July 1, 2012. 
 
New Business:   
 
a.)  Consideration of Tree Prune/Removal Requests from March 2012: 

 
930 Kinzel Drive  
 
Mary Stickley made a motion to remove the tree located at 930 Kinzel Drive; seconded 
by T’ai Roulston; motion was approved by a 4-0 vote. Kate Christen was absent at time 
of vote. 
 
927 Kinzel Drive 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to deny the removal request and prune per arborist 
recommendation located at 927 Kinzel Drive; seconded by Patrick Farris; motion was 
approved by a 5-0 vote. 
 
1467 Greystone Terrace  
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to deny the removal requests and prune as needed for the 
two trees located at 1467 Greystone Terrace; seconded by Mary Stickley; motion was 
approved by a 5-0 vote.  
 
408 Hollingsworth Place 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
633 Dunlap Street  
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
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632 Dunlap Street  
  
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
On Beau Street at 649 Fairview Avenue 
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to deny the removal request and prune the tree as needed, 
located on Beau Street at 649 Fairview Avenue; seconded by T’ai Roulston; motion was 
approved by a 5-0 vote. 
 
132 Fox Drive 
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to deny the removal request and monitor/review in 
September 2012, located at 132 Fox Drive; seconded by Kate Christen; motion was 
approved by a 5-0 vote. 
 
418 Stonewall Avenue 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
107 Roszel Road 
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to deny the removal request and prune as needed, located at 
107 Roszel, Road; seconded by T’ai Roulston; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.  
 
113 East Leicester Street  
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to deny the removal request and prune as needed, located at 
113 East Leicester Street; seconded by T’ai Roulston; motion was approved by a 5-0 
vote.  
 
On Wolfe Street at 103 South Washington Street  
  
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
700 South Washington Street 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
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On Germain Street at 700 Washington Street 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
26 West Boscawen Street  
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
740 Frederick Avenue 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
933 Allen Drive  
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
1333 Commerce Street- sweet gum 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
1333 Commerce Street- sugar maple  
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
On East Bond Street at 1015 South Cameron Street 
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to remove the trees located on East Bond Street at 1015 
South Cameron Street; seconded by Mary Stickley; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote. 
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537 Bellview Avenue  
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to deny removal of tree and prune as needed, located at 537 
Bellview Avenue; seconded by Mary Stickley; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote. 
 
141 Lambden Avenue 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
414 Crescent Drive  
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
410 Crescent Drive  
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
406 Crescent Drive 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
b.) Consideration of Tree Prune/Removal Requests from April 2012: 

 
108 West Cork Street 
 
Mary Stickley made a motion to remove the tree located at 108 West Cork Street; 
seconded by Donna Downing; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.  
 
609 Watson Avenue 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to remove the tree located at 609 Watson Avenue; seconded 
by Donna Downing; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.  
 
Russelcroft Road at 2601 Cornerstone Circle  
  
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
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Russelcroft Road at 339 Tevis Street 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
Russelcroft Road at 2602 Cornerstone Circle 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
412 Russelcroft Road 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
415 Russelcroft Road 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
408 Russelcroft Road 
  
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
404 Russelfcroft Road 
  
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
Russelcroft Road at 401 Stone Meadow Court 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
1724 Brandon Drive 
 
Mary Stickley made a motion to deny the removal of the tree located at 1724 Brandon 
Drive; seconded by T’ai Roulston; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote. 
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218 Walker Street  
 
Kate Christen made a motion to remove the tree located at 218 Walker Street; seconded 
by Patrick Farris; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.  
 
419 North Loudoun Street 
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to remove the tree located at 419 North Loudoun Street; 
seconded by Kate Christen; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.  
 
320 Parkway Street 
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to deny the removal request of the tree and prune as needed, 
located at 320 Parkway Street; seconded by Mary Stickley; motion was approved by a 5-
0 vote. 
 
329 Sheridan Avenue 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
407 Crescent Drive  
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
355 Jefferson Street 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
 
552 Eagle Drive 
 
Patrick Farris made a motion to deny removal of the tree located at 552 Eagle Drive; 
seconded by T’ai Roulston; motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.  
 
233 Shenandoah Avenue 
 
T’ai Roulston made a motion to approve all prune requests that the arborist feels is 
necessary from this meeting forward; Patrick Farris seconded; motion was approved by a 
3-0 vote. Mary Stickley and Kate Christen were absent at time of vote. 
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4.) Old Business: 
 
a.) Tree Commission Terms:  
 
Patrick Farris said himself and Allison Major both have terms that will be ending in 
December 2012. Tom Denney sent everyone a list of the terms and when they expire. 
Patrick Farris said the applications take a while before they are approved. Tom Denney 
said the Tree Commission is the only board that does not go in front of City Council. 
Mary Stickley said she is unsure if she will reapply or not. T’ai Roulston said he has 
already submitted his letter to get reappointed. Patrick Farris told Donna Downing said 
she has plenty of time before her term is up. 
 

Kate Christen left at 4:46 p.m. 
 

Patrick Farris said he wanted to thank Mary Stickley for being incredibly productive and 
an important part of the Tree Commission. Patrick said he is encouraging her to reapply, 
although this is a volunteer committee. 
 
Comments from Commission Members: 
 
Patrick Farris thanked Jen Hammer for running a great meeting and always being so 
prepared. Patrick said he is glad the Tree Commission follows all their guidelines when 
making tree decisions. Mary Stickley asked how long she had to make the decision of 
reapplying or cancelling her membership on the Tree Commission. Donna Downing 
asked everyone to come to Garden Fair on May 12th and 13th, 2012. 
 

Patrick Farris left at 4:50 p.m. 
 
Comments from City Staff: 
 
Tom Denney said he has heard nothing but positive remarks about the Arbor Day 
Celebration. Tom Denney said there were 47 attendants, with some commenting this as 
the best Arbor Day Celebration they had been to. At Arbor Day, Jen Hammer was 
presented with an Arbor Day flag and an award.  
 
Comments from NRAB Liaison: 
 
Gerald Crowell said the Natural Resources Advisory Board chairman Dave Worthington 
was there and said Arbor Day was impressive. Gerald said the NRAB is still working on 
the Shawnee Springs Preserve. The tree topping brochures can be reprinted with the City 
of Winchester logo on them. Jen Hammer said she would check on the prices to print the 
brochures. 
 
Adjourn: 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:56 p.m.      
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CITY OF WINCHESTER 
TREE COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT FOR MARCH 2012 
SUBMITTED APRIL 26, 2012 

 
 

CONTRACTOR 
PRUNING 

CONTRACTOR 
PLANTINGS 

CONTRACTOR 
REMOVALS 

TOTAL 

$0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  
    

ACTIVITY REPORT- CONTRACTOR 
PRUNING PLANTINGS REMOVALS STUMP 

GRINDING 
    422 Clifford St. . 
    702 S. Braddock   
    8 E. Bond   
    441 Handley Ave   
    18 Glaize Ave   
    8 Glaize Ave   
    630 Tennyson   
Total: 0 Total: 0 Total: 7 Total: 0 
    
    

ACTIVITY REPORT- PUBLIC WORKS 
PRUNING PLANTINGS REMOVALS STUMP 

GRINDING 
N. Cameron at Piccadilly   533 N. Braddock   
135 N. Cameron   Loudoun Auto Park   
127 N. Cameron - 2   601 Smithfield   
115 N. Cameron - 5   349 Opequon   
15 N. Cameron - 3       
3 S. Cameron       
27 S. Cameron - 2       
29 S. Cameron - 2       
37 S. Cameron       
41 S. Cameron       
47 S. Cameron       
125 S. Cameron       
in median at 43 S. Cameron       
131 S. Cameron       
203 S. Cameron - 3       
209 S. Cameron       
213 S. Cameron       
309 S. Cameron to Clifford - 3       
317 S. Cameron - 2       
405 S. Cameron - 2       
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411 S. Cameron       
411 S. Cameron to Leicester - 4       
501 S. Cameron - 3       
511 S. Cameron       
519 S. Cameron - 2       
521 S. Cameron       
525 S. Cameron       
601 S. Cameron       
603 S. Cameron - 2       
607 S. Cameron       
609 S. Cameron       
611 S. Cameron - 2       
619 S. Cameron - 3       
S. Cameron at 31 E. Germain       
711 S. Cameron       
721 S. Cameron - 2       
803 S. Cameron to Millwood Ave - 8       
341 Opequon       
200 Block E. Piccadilly       
200 Block E. Piccadilly       
222 E. Piccadilly       
216 E. Piccadilly       
214 E. Piccadilly       
210 E. Piccadilly       
206 E. Piccadilly       
E. Piccadilly at train depot - 2       
112 E. Piccadilly       
112 E. Piccadilly       
100 E. Piccadilly       
44 E. Piccadilly       
40 E. Piccadilly       
32 E. Piccadilly       
16 E. Piccadilly       
202 E. Piccadilly - 2       
100 Block E. Piccadilly - 3       
24 W. Piccadilly       
26 W. Piccadilly       
40 W. Piccadilly       
N. Braddock at 40 W. Piccadilly - 2       
N. Braddock at Library - 2       
W. Piccadilly at Library       
W. Piccadilly at DK Parking lot - 2       
35 W. Piccadilly       
31 W. Piccadilly - 2       
13 W. Piccadilly - 2       
3 W. Piccadilly       
E. Piccadilly at Loudoun       
E. Piccadilly at VA Nat. Bank lot       
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E. Piccadilly at VA Nat. Bank lot       
31 E. Piccadilly       
39 E. Piccadilly       
41 E. Piccadilly       
E. Piccadilly at GW Inn - 3       
117 E. Piccadilly       
125 E. Piccadilly       
E. Piccadilly at Timbrook Center       
E. Piccadilly at Timbrook Center       
N. Loudoun b/t Fairfax and Baker - 5       
Total: 126 Total: 0 Total: 4 Total: 0 
 


