
WINCHESTER TREE COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

September 22, 2011 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the Winchester Tree Commission was held on Thursday, 
September 22, 2011 in the Exhibit Hall at Rouss City Hall. 

 
PRESENT:  Chairman Patrick Farris, Donna Downing, T’ai Roulston, Kate Christen, and 

Natural Resources Advisory Board Liaison Gerald Crowell 
ABSENT:    Mary Stickley and Allison Major 
STAFF:        Tom Denney, Jennifer Hammer, Mandy Ricketts, and Kari Van Diest 
 
Chairman Farris called the meeting to order at 4:08 p.m. 
 
Mr. Roulston moved to approve the August 25, 2011 minutes as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Downing then approved 3-0. 
 
New Business: 

a) Tree Steward Symposium 
Ms. Hammer announced the symposium will be held September 27 and 28 and asked if 
any of the members would like to attend.   
 
Chairman Farris asked Ms. Hammer to forward the information via email to the Tree 
Commission Members and staff.  He stated he would probably not attend. 
 

Kate Christen arrived at 4:10 p.m. 
 

Ms. Hammer stated the program is sponsored by the Virginia Tree Council to train 
localities to have a tree steward program. 
 

b) Tree Board University 
Ms. Hammer stated the program consists of 8 self-study, online courses that are 
beneficial to commission members.  She proposed all members go through the courses 
including Mr. Crowell.  There is no cost to the program.  
 
Chairman Farris stated he will log on to the program between now and the next meeting 
and asked the other members to do so as well.  He suggested the program could be used 
as an accreditation for current and future members and that more discussion on this item 
be held at the next meeting.   
 

c) Updated Recommended Trees list 
Ms. Hammer stated the current Recommended Trees List was approved in 2005.  The 
Planning Department has asked the commission to review and update the list.  She 
suggested that instead of having two groups on the list, she proposed breaking the list into 
small (30 ft. and under), medium (30-50 ft.), and large (50 ft. and higher).  A list of 
evergreens used for screening purposes would also need to be recommended.   



 
Chairman Farris stated the commission looked at the recommended list and do not plant 
list approximately 2-3 years ago and considered the hybrids at that time.  He suggested 
addressing that issue as well.  
 
Mr. Roulston expressed his concern that not all trees are planted in the right of way and 
may be appropriate in the middle of property.   He suggested categorizing the uses.   
 
Ms. Hammer stated she developed a booklet of community trees in a previous position 
that broke down the uses and suggested considering doing that. 
 
Chairman Farris asked Ms. Hammer to email the booklet to the members for review to be 
discussed at the next meeting. 
 

d) Consideration of Tree Removal/Trim Requests 
 
448 North Loudoun 
Mr. Roulston moved to deny removal of the tree located at 448 North Loudoun.  The 
motion was seconded by Ms. Christen, and then approved 4/0. 
 
447 North Loudoun 
Chairman Farris moved to trim the tree located at 447 North Loudoun as needed.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Roulston, and then approved 4/0. 
 
622 Tennyson 
Chairman Farris moved to trim the tree located at 622 Tennyson as needed.  The motion 
was seconded by Ms. Christen, and then approved 4/0. 
 
622 Tennyson 
Chairman Farris moved to trim the second tree located at 622 Tennyson as needed.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Roulston, and then approved 4/0. 
 
630 Tennyson 
Chairman Farris moved to remove the tree located at 630 Tennyson and requested the 
sidewalk damage be reported to the proper staff.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Roulston, and then approved 4/0. 
 
422 West Clifford 
Chairman Farris moved to remove the tree located at 422 West Clifford and requested the 
sidewalk damage be reported to the proper staff.  The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Downing, and then approved 4/0. 
 
422 West Clifford 
Mr. Roulston moved to trim the second tree located at 422 West Clifford as needed.  The 
motion was seconded by Ms. Christen, and then approved 4/0. 
 



536 Courtfield 
Chairman Farris moved to trim the tree located at 526 Courtfield as needed.  The motion 
was seconded by Ms. Downing, and then approved 4/0. 
 
31 East Germain 
Chairman Farris moved to trim the tree located at 31 East Germain as needed and remove 
the ivy.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Roulston, and then approved 4/0. 
 
16 East Cecil 
Chairman Farris moved to trim the tree located at 16 East Cecil as needed.  The motion 
was seconded by Ms. Christen, and then approved 4/0. 
 
122 West Cork 
Mr. Roulston moved to remove the 2 trees located at 122 West Cork and to replant 3 
trees.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Christen, and then approved 4/0. 
 

Chairman Farris left the meeting at 4:45 p.m. 
 

1025 South Loudoun 
Ms. Christen moved to remove the tree located at 1025 South Loudoun contingent on the 
power company doing the removal.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Roulston, and then 
approved 3/0. 
 
507 Hillman  
Ms. Christen moved to trim the tree located at 507 Hillman as needed.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Roulston, and then approved 3/0. 
 
20 South Stewart 
Mr. Roulston moved to combine the two sets of trees located at 20 South Stewart and 
trim as needed.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Downing, and then approved 3/0. 
 

Ms. Christen left the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Comment from Commission Members 
Mr. Roulston asked if all trees are getting tags 2 weeks before the meetings.   
Ms. Hammer stated that not all are getting tagged for 2 weeks because the cut off is the 
15th of the month and September was a shorter month too.  
 
 
Mr. Roulston asked if the cut off date could be changed.  Ms. Hammer stated it could if 
the commission thought the 2 week period was important.  Mr. Roulston stated he likes 
the minimum tagging period and suggested it be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Comments from City Staff 
Mr. Denney announced the replanting along Valley Avenue between Jefferson and 
Bellview will begin in October.  He did not have information about the replanting in front 



of Handley High School.  He stated that project is going through the Garden Club of 
Virginia.   
 
Mr. Crowell stated the scout project was approved last night.  
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to discuss, Mr. Roulston adjourned the meeting at 5:07 p.m. 



CITY OF WINCHESTER 

TREE COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT FOR AUGUST 2011 

SUBMITTED SEPTEMBER 22, 2011 

EXPENSES and ACTIVITY REPORT: August 2011 

CONTRACTOR 
PRUNING 

CONTRACTOR 
PLANTINGS 

CONTRACTOR 
REMOVALS 

TOTAL 

$0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  

ACTIVITY REPORT- CONTRACTOR 

PRUNING PLANTINGS REMOVALS STUMP GRINDING 

      . 

Total: 0 Total: 0 Total: 0 Total: 0 

ACTIVITY REPORT- PUBLIC WORKS 

PRUNING PLANTINGS REMOVALS STUMP GRINDING 

Amherst at Southern States - 2   Rouss Hall - 1   

621 Van Fossen - 1   348 W. Whitlock - 1   

corner Clifford and Loudoun - 1   City Yards - 2   

S. Braddock - 1       

501 S. Cameron - 2       

525 S. Cameron - 1       

803 S. Cameron - 3       

823 Millwood Ave - 1       

823 Millwood Ave - 1       

16 Millwood Ave - 2       

18 Millwood Ave - 2       

209 Cedarmeade - 2       

Total: 19 Total: 0 Total: 4 Total: 0 

 


