




Age-specific Recommendations

Should not be left alone for any period of time,
including in cars, yards or playgrounds

7 YEARS AND UNDER:

Should not be left alone for more than 1.5 hours
and only during daylight/early evening hours

8-10 YEARS:

May be left alone for up to 3 hours, but not at
night or in circumstances requiring
inappropriate responsibility

11-12 YEARS:

13-15 YEARS:
May be left unsupervised but not overnight

All parents eventually face
the decision to leave their
child home alone for the
first time. Parents need to
be sure their children have
the skills and maturity to
handle the situation safely.
Unattended children of any
age can get hurt - or even
killed - without proper
supervision.
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Learn more online at winchesterva.gov/dss
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