
Environmental Sustainability Taskforce (EST) 

Minutes 
Date: October 10, 2018 

5PM @ City Yards on Cork Street 

 

In Attendance: 

o Chad Braun-Duin  

o Tim Koppenhaver 

o Isaiah Walston 

o Jen Jenkins, Staff 

o Justin Hall, Staff 

 

Absent: 

o Michael Neese 

o Michael Butler 

o Kevin Carbonnier 

 

 

Call to Order-Chairman- Chad Braun-Duin at 5:00 PM 

 

Welcome 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve the minutes from August 29, 2018 was made by Tim Koppenhaver; seconded by 

Isaiah Walston; motion approved unanimously. 

  

Public Comments: None 

 

New Business: 

1. Discussion about standard EST meeting time and frequency: 

Chad Braun-Duin asked the group if there were any objections to staying with Wednesday meetings and 

avoiding the first week of the month due to potential conflicts with other events, holidays and other City 

boards and commission meetings.  Tim Koppenhaver commented that the second week in each month 

seemed to be a good option.  Chad Braun-Duin asked the group their opinion on meeting each month or 

every other month.  Tim Koppenhaver suggested that after the Green Neighborhood Expo was over then 

every two months should be sufficient.  Isaiah Walston reported that if additional work sessions were 

needed then they could always be scheduled. 

A motion to hold regularly scheduled EST meetings every 2nd Wednesday during even-numbered months 

was made by Chad Braun-Duin; seconded by Tim Koppenhaver; motion approved unanimously. 

 

2.  Discussion around EST involvement in Stormwater Utility Fee proposal 

Chad Braun-Duin and Isaiah Walston reported that they both attended the City Council meeting on 

September 11, 2018.  Chad Braun-Duin mentioned that at the meeting Perry Eisenach had presented 

information on a proposed stormwater utility fee and that Eden Freeman had suggested to him the 



possibility of having the EST assist with the program, if passed.  He mentioned that there had been no 

discussion of exactly what role the EST would have at this time.  Isaiah Walston reported that he had 

gained a lot of insight by attending the council meeting and thought that it would be good to encourage 

current and future members to attend meetings as well.  Isaiah also discussed briefly his thoughts on 

stormwater management including D.C’s retention policies, incentives to properties and businesses, the 

need for infrastructure and stated that it would be a good idea to review an environmental impact study 

if possible.  Chad Braun-Duin mentioned that other communities with similar programs could be a good 

reference and implementing BMPs could help reduce fees.  He mentioned that it would be beneficial to 

understand the specifics of any proposed BMPs as well as benefits that would be gained from their 

implementation.  Chad also mentioned that there may have been a previous impact study done several 

years ago, but a new one may be needed.  He stated that a concern he had would be that billing for the 

fee on water bills would only pass the cost of the program onto renters, not property owners.  Tim 

Koppenhaver stated that a benefit to doing so, however, may be a tax deduction.  Chad Braun-Duin 

reported that he would like to be as proactive as possible and maybe reach out to partner groups early 

on in an effort to get the word out.  Isaiah stated that if incentives were offered and goals were clearly 

stated, supporting the program would be easier. 

 

Justin Hall arrived at 5:20 pm 

 

Isaiah Walston mentioned that it may be best to state stormwater retention and treatment 

requirements up front into building codes and advocated for public education about environmental 

benefits and BPMs/incentives.  Chad Braun-Duin said that he would get in touch with Eden Freeman 

about their questions and ideas and would maybe have more input for the group at their next meeting.  

Justin Hall reported that he had just met with Perry Eisenach and he hoped to provide the EST some 

guidance on tasks by the next meeting.  Isaiah Walston stated that if any input from the EST was 

pressing then they could schedule a work session between now and the next meeting.  Justin Hall 

mentioned that the group could have Kelly Henshaw or Hong Lim come talk to the group if needed.  

Justin also mentioned that the next presentation on the topic to City Council was to be a recap of the 

program from several years ago.  Chad Braun-Duin suggested that the EST could benefit from attending 

that council meeting. 

 

3. Presentation by Lora and Sari from Sustainability Matters 

Lora and Sari were not able to attend.  Jen Jenkins stated that she would email them the date of the 

next meeting and get them on the agenda if that date suited. 

 

Old Business: 

1. Green Neighborhood Expo on October 20th 

Chad Braun-Duin asked the group if there were any tasks that needed to be completed.  Isaiah Walston 

reported that he had already confirmed table and chair rentals with the rental company.  Chad Braun-

Duin reported that he would send out an e-mail to exhibitors this week and would include a map for set-

up.  Tim Koppenhaver asked about the possibility of getting the dates on the signs edited and Justin Hall 

suggested that he contact Brian at Fast Signs to see if that could be done.  Tim Koppenhaver asked the 

group what their thoughts were on what should be done if it rains.  Isaiah Walston recommended that 

they cancel as foot traffic on the Walking Mall in November would be greatly reduced.  Chad Braun-Duin 



stated that he would let exhibitors know in the email that if it rains the event will be cancelled.  The 

group discussed a plan for distributing the flyers. 

 

2.  Jen Jenkins asked if any of the missing EST minutes had been located.  Chad Braun-Duin stated that 

he would send an email of those meeting dates to Tim Koppenhaver. 

 

 

Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn was made by Chad Braun-Duin; seconded by Tim Koppenhaver; approved 

unanimously.

 

Next Meeting Date/Time/Location:  Wednesday, December 12, 2018, 5:00PM, City Yard Conference 

Room 

 


