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Dan Hoffman: 

Hello and welcome to another edition of the Rouss Review. I'm your City Manager, Dan Hoffman, and 
with me is Communications Director Amy Simmons. Hello, Amy. 

Amy Simmons: 

Hello. 

Dan Hoffman: 

How are you? 

Amy Simmons: 

Good as always. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Good as always. Happy to hear that. We don't have as much work today because after this, during part 
two, we're airing a rerun. 

Amy Simmons: 

Yay. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Sorry for the clip show folks. But the information in part two is actually, it's pretty relevant to today, and 
the discussion's happening at Council now. Stormwater. We're going to do an episode that we aired in 
June of last year talking about stormwater utility. So stick around for that. But for now, let's talk about 
tomorrow night's meeting. Looking at the agenda, you might notice there's a lot of stuff on consent, a 
lot of different appointments to different committees. Just as a reminder folks, as to how we get to 
those, there is an application process. 

If you are interested in serving on any of our boards or committees, whether it's the Parks Advisory 
Board, the Board of Architectural Review, Planning Commission, all of those different things, there's an 
application on the website. Then, the boards and committees... sorry, the Boards and Commission's 
Committee. 

Amy Simmons: 

There you go. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Which is three members of Council. They then do interviews with candidates and then they provide a 
recommendation to Council, and that's how they end up here. If you are interested, please make sure 
you check out the City website, see what opportunities, it's a good way to volunteer and get active with 
the City. And then after that, on our regular committee, on a regular agenda for Council, we got a 
second reading for a change to our real estate. Well, it's not a discount. The City helps cover the 
property tax for elderly and disabled individuals. 

We are making a change that will provide more of a benefit to folks who qualify for discounts or- 
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Amy Simmons: 

Relief. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Relief. That's a good way. Discount's not the right word. Relief. For relief on their property tax bill. 

Amy Simmons: 

It's only those who qualify and apply. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Yep. You don't have to qualify. You have to apply and you should go to... On our website you'll see a link, 
Commissioner of Revenue, if you're interested. So we are just making a little adjustment there. First 
reading of the ordinance for the stormwater utility fee. That's been discussed a lot. It was discussed at 
the last meeting. It was discussed last year. It was discussed in the committees. 

Amy Simmons: 

10 years ago. 

Dan Hoffman: 

10 years ago. Now, this is just first reading for the fee, which Council gave direction to staff at the last 
meeting. 

Now, we're going to go through first reading, [then] second reading. But really nothing new has changed 
since that last meeting. We will have a work session this time. Last time, we didn't really have one 
because the last meeting they went- 

Amy Simmons: 

Till 10 o'clock. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Particularly late. They went till 10 o'clock and they ran out of steam. So this time I believe, we're going 
to get to a work session. They're still going to have some gas in the tank, and we're going to discuss the 
PUD density bonus structure. This will probably last for two work sessions. So, it'll be discussed. They'll 
get through as much of it as they can. Then they will possibly continue it, pick the discussion back up at 
the next meeting or a future meeting. If you're interested in this topic, it's been discussed a lot. It's 
spent a lot of time in committee going through the various aspects of it. So I would suggest you go back 
to the old PED committee meeting videos if you want to get a little more up to speed on what it is. It's a 
complex issue. 

Amy Simmons: 

I was about to ask, can you explain what a PUD density bonus is? 

Dan Hoffman: 
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Thank you very much. PUD stands for Planned Unit Development. It's the type of development proposal 
that we see a lot of for larger developments. Normally, it's 50 or more developments. It's when 
someone needs a little extra density to try to accomplish their goals. 

Amy Simmons: 

Some more houses, more townhouses, something inside their property. 

Dan Hoffman: 

They need a few more apartments. They want to try to put a few more town homes on a particular 
parcel. 

Amy Simmons: 

Than what is already allowed. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Exactly. And well, I should say more than what is allowed by right. 

Amy Simmons: 

Mm-hmm. Right. 

Dan Hoffman: 

And by right, the floor is pretty low. PUDs then allow a developer to get additional density by providing 
certain things, whether it's additional green space, additional affordable housing, other things that help 
benefit the community. We'll be discussing the different things that a developer could provide during 
the PUD process to get additional density. If you're concerned about density in the city, this would be a 
good one to watch. I would just encourage you to do a little homework first so you can- 

Amy Simmons: 

Go back and see the other meetings. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Go back and see the other meetings before you try to dive right in this one because it's something we've 
been chewing on for a while, and it is not a simple issue. It's fairly complex. 

And that would be our meeting for tomorrow night. Amy, what do you have? 

Amy Simmons: 

Okay, just another reminder, April 1st is that deadline for the tax relief for the elderly and disabled. Go 
to the Commissioner of Revenue's forms webpage for details. Winchester Parks and Recreation's annual 
Easter Egg Hunt for ages nine and under is Saturday, April 1st at 9:00 AM. They'll be at Christianson 
Familyland in Jim Burnett Park and it's free to attend. Just remember to bring an Easter basket and the 
Easter Bunny will be there, of course, to make an appearance and visit with the kids. If you are new to 
Winchester, in the area, or just want to learn more about what we offer in the area, stop by the 
Newcomers Welcome Event at the Visitor Center on April 6th. Between 4:30 and 6:30, there's going to 
be representatives from Winchester and Frederick County governments, parks and recreation, area 
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attractions, and more. And we're going to provide information and answer questions. So just stop by 
and say hi. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Awesome. 

Amy Simmons: 

And also on April 6th is our very first Pickup Party. It's our new twist on the- 

Dan Hoffman: 

Picking up trash people. 

Amy Simmons: 

Just to clarify. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Just be clear. 

Amy Simmons: 

It's our new twist on the traditional community cleanup events, which will be held every first Thursday 
of the month at 5:30. And we'll do that April through November. So each party will have a different 
location and theme. And April's theme is superheroes. You can be a hero and pick up trash. If you attend 
and participate in the theme and activities, you earn points for prizes. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Excellent. 

Amy Simmons: 

So go to our website for more information about that and the entire schedule. And that's all I have. 

Dan Hoffman: 

Awesome. Okay, everybody. So stick around for part two. Like I said, it is a rerun, but it's a rerun about 
the stormwater utility. If you want to learn a little bit more about what's coming down the pipe here, no 
pun intended, we hope you stick around for part two about the stormwater utility fee. And if not, well, 
we'll see you around City Hall. Thanks, everybody. 
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