WINCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

CHIEF KEVIN L. SANZENBACHER 231 EAST PICCADILLY STREET, SUITE 310
MAJOR DAVID H. WHITE WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601

CAPTAIN KELLY S. RICE PHONE: (540) 545-4700 OR (540) 545-4730
CAPTAIN LEONARD M. BAUSERMAN FAX: (540) 542-1314

CAPTAIN DOUGLAS R. WATSON EMAIL: WPDCHIEF@CI.WINCHESTER.VA.US

WEBSITE: WWW.WINCHESTERPOLICE.ORG

MEDIA RELEASE

In 2009, there were 79 motorcyclists killed on Virginia roadways. As warmer weather
approaches, and in observance of Motorcycle Safety Awareness during the month of May, the
Winchester Police Department urges all drivers to be aware of other drivers they share the
road with including motorcyclists. Motorcycles are very popular for both transportation and
recreation. To prevent crashes, drivers need to watch for motorcycles in traffic, mainly at
intersections and while making turns and changing lanes.

Operating a motorcycle is very different than driving a car or truck. To improve skills,
motorcycle riders, especially those who have not ridden for many years, should take a
motorcycle safety course. Listed below are some safety tips.

BE VISIBLE
+»+ Drivers often have trouble seeing motorcycles and having time to react.
+» Make sure your headlight works and is on day and night.
+* Be aware of car and truck blind spots.
DRESS FOR SAFETY
+* Wear a light colored DOT approved helmet and eye protection.
+»*» Wear bright colored clothes including long sleeves and pants with boots.

+* Wear leather or other thick protective clothing.

The Winchester Police Department is committed to improving the quality of life for all people by preventing
crime in the city. We will accomplish this by enforcing the law with impartiality, creating partnerships through
communication, education, and problem solving using innovative policing strategies.
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RIDE SOBER
+*» Consuming alcohol increases the chance of crashing by 5 times.
¢ You are 40 times more likely to crash with a Blood Alcohol Content greater than 0.05 %.
+* More that 40% of all motorcyclists killed in crashes had been consuming alcohol.

Remember to always give yourself space. Drivers often do not see motorcycles. Even when
they do, chances are they have never been on a motorcycle and they cannot react in time or
properly judge your speed. For more information, go to www. nhtsa.gov.

The Winchester Police Department is committed to improving the quality of life for all people by preventing
crime in the city. We will accomplish this by enforcing the law with impartiality, creating partnerships through
communication, education, and problem solving using innovative policing strategies.



