
C I T Y  O F  W I N C H E S T E R,   V I R G I N I A 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF:  October 13, 2015 
 

RESOLUTION  ___     ORDINANCE         DESCRIPTION/PRESENTATION  ___ 
 

ITEM TITLE:  An Ordinance to Vacate a Portion of West Commercial Street Right of Way and 
Convey it to the Owner(S) of 143 West Commercial Street and 206 West Wyck Street  Sv-15-
448 
 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  November 10, 2015 at 6:00 PM 
 

The initiating Department Director will place below, in sequence of transmittal, the names of each 
department that must initial their review in order for this item to be placed on the City Council agenda. 
The completion of review only addresses the readiness of the issue for Council consideration.  This does 
not address the recommendation for approval or denial of the issue. 

 
Review: 

Josh Crump Completed 09/16/2015 12:00 PM 

Anthony Williams Completed 09/17/2015 1:55 PM 

Eden Freeman Completed 09/17/2015 4:35 PM 
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CITY COUNCIL ACTION MEMO 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Josh Crump, Planner 

Date: October 13, 2015 

Re: An Ordinance to Vacate a Portion of West Commercial Street Right of Way and 
Convey it to the Owner(S) of 143 West Commercial Street and 206 West Wyck 
Street  Sv-15-448 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE ISSUE: 

The request from Green Chemical Company, Inc is to vacate and convey a short 

segment of public right-of-way off West Commercial Street. 

 

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN:    

Goal #2- Promote and accelerate revitalization of catalyst and other areas throughout 

the city 
 

BACKGROUND:   

See attached staff report 

 

BUDGET IMPACT:   

Nominal revenue from sale of vacated right of way. 

 

OPTIONS:   

1. Approve as recommended by Planning Commission 

2. Approve with modifications 

3. Deny 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS:   

Recommend Option 1 

..



 

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PORTION OF WEST COMMERCIAL STREET 

RIGHT OF WAY AND CONVEY IT TO THE OWNER(S) OF 143 WEST 

COMMERCIAL STREET AND 206 WEST WYCK STREET  SV-15-448 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has received a request of Mr. Benjamin M. Butler 

on behalf of Green Chemical Company, Inc., for the City of Winchester, owners  of certain 

public right-of-way along West Commercial Street, to vacate and convey a portion of public 

right-of-way along West Commercial Street to Green Chemical Company, Inc.  depicted on the 

July 2, 2015 exhibit entitled “Exhibit Showing Proposed Boundary Line Adjustment of Green 

Chemical Company, Inc.”; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City is empowered to vacate rights of way in the City and convey them 

to certain individuals as a condition of vacation pursuant to and in conformance with the 

provisions of Virginia  Code Section §15.2-2006 and §15.2-2008 et. seq., respectively, as 

amended; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Winchester has reviewed the 
aforesaid request and, at its meeting of September 15, 2015, recommended approval of 
this action; and, 

 

WHEREAS, a synopsis of this Ordinance has been duly advertised and a Public 
Hearing has been conducted by the Common Council of the City of Winchester, Virginia, and 
viewers were appointed to report on the inconvenience, if any, of said vacation, all as required 
by and provided for under the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the viewers have prepared a report in writing, said report concluding that 

an inconvenience would not result from discontinuing the right of way so long as the 

necessary easements are established; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the applicant is the property owner of 143 West Commercial Street and 206 
West Wyck Street immediately adjacent to the north side of the public right of way proposed to 
be vacated and conveyed; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Winchester, owner of the public right-of-way along West 

Commercial Street proposed to be vacated and conveyed has no objection to the vacation and 

conveyance to the owner at 143 West Commercial Street and 206 West Wyck Street; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has agreed to convey the vacated alley right of way 
to the applicant for Zero Dollars ($0.00) per square foot subject to the applicant establishing 
necessary easements to the City of Winchester to be depicted upon a survey plat and subject 
to landscape improvements being undertaken along the Commercial Street frontages of 143 
W. Commercial Street and 206 W. Wyck Street by the grantee. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of 

Winchester, Virginia, that the public alley right of way depicted on the July 2, 2015 exhibit 
entitled “Exhibit Showing Proposed Boundary Line Adjustment of Green Chemical 
Company, Inc.” be vacated and conveyed to Green Chemical Company, Inc. subject to the 
applicant establishing necessary easements to the City of Winchester and subject to landscape 
improvements being undertaken along the Commercial Street frontages of 143 W. 
Commercial Street and 206 W. Wyck Street by the grantee. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall not take effect until such 

time as the purchaser has secured City approval of an approved Minor Subdivision plat 



depicting the easements and the required assemblage of the vacated area in with that certain 

adjoining parcel of real estate owned by the applicant at 143 West Commercial Street and 206 

West Wyck Street , with the sale price for the vacated area being Zero Dollars ($0.00) per 

square foot. The City Manager and City Attorney are directed and authorized to execute all 

documents and take all actions necessary to carry out this Ordinance. 
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ROLISS City Hall
15 North Cameron Street
Winchester. VA 22601

Telephone: (540) 667-1815
FAX: (540) 722-3618
TDI): (540) 722-0782
Wehsite: www.winchesterva.mov

VIEWERS REPORT

The undersigned, pursuant to their appointment by the Common Council of the City of
Winchester, Virginia, have made investigation ol the property named below and have reviewed
statements, if any, provided by the adjoining property owners concerning what. if any,
inconvenience would be caused the public and/or adjacent landowners if the Following were
vacated:

0-2015-25: AN ORDINANCE rro VACATE A PORTION OF COMMERCIAL STREET
RIGHT OF WAY AND CONVEY IT TO THE OWNER(S) OF 143 WEST
COMMERCIAL STREET AND 206 WEST WYCK STREET. SV-15-448

Whereas, the Viewers have reviewed the request by Mr. Benjamin Butler on behalf of Green
Chemical Company, Inc., owners of 143 W. Commercial Street and 206 W. Wyck Street to have
excess public street right-of-way vacated and conveyed to them; and,

Whereas, the Viewers have reviewed the request and have viewed the subject area including the
presence of city utilities which will require the applicant to establish necessary easements to the
City of Winchester, it is,

rfllerefore the opinion of the undersigned viewers that an inconvenience would not result to the
public or [he adjacent property owners from vacating the above-mentioned property provided
that necessary easements for utilities are established.

Kimberly Murray

Perry Eisenach

Allen Baldwin

A (Seal)

(Seal)

aL 4Lhl..La1—z: (Seal)
J
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