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CITY COUNCIL ACTION MEMO 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Kimberly Murray, Economic Redevelopment Director 

Date: October 27, 2015 

Re: Resolution for Support by the Winchester Common Council for the Utilization of 
Industrial Access Railroad Track Funds for Trex Company Inc. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE ISSUE:  Trex Company, Inc. and the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Department of 

Rail and Public Transportation are requesting a resolution of support from the 

Winchester City Council for an application to the Industrial Access Railroad Track Funds 

for $300,000 toward the installation of a sidetrack and two additional tracks for storage, 

loading, and unloading of materials.  The estimated total project cost of the rail project is 

$2,713,000 with the goal to be operational in 2016. 

 

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN:  Goal 1: Encourage Sustainable Economic 

Growth and Partnerships through Business and Workforce Development 

 

BACKGROUND: Trex Company, Inc. is expanding its manufacturing operations in the 

City as well as in Frederick County and it has now become feasible to construct a rail 

spur at the Frederick County facility located at 3229 Shawnee Drive to support their 

composite decking sales and recycled plastic pellet sales. The Department of Rail and 

Public Transportation desires support of the application from both the City and the 

County as Trex's expansion plans of capital investment and job creation encompasses 

both facilities.  Trex has already invested $12.3 million in capital investment at the city 

location at 181 Battaile Drive and has already begun hiring the additional 89 jobs 

spanning the next two years. The installation of the rail spur is a critical piece of their 

expansion.  

 

BUDGET IMPACT: None. 

 

OPTIONS:  Council may approve the resolution to support the Industrial Access 

Railroad Tracks Program Application, decline the resolution, or provide comments to 

Trex and the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: City Staff recommends the approval of the attached Resolution 

to support the growth and expansion of Trex Company, Inc.  

..



 

RESOLUTION FOR SUPPORT BY THE WINCHESTER COMMON COUNCIL 

FOR THE UTILIZATION OF INDUSTRIAL ACCESS RAILROAD TRACK 

FUNDS FOR TREX COMPANY INC. 

 

WHEREAS, the Winchester Common Council desires to create a positive business 

environment and encourages sustainable economic growth and partnerships through 

business and workforce development; 

 

WHEREAS, Trex Company, Inc. has expressed its intent and desire to the Winchester 

Common Council to expand its manufacturing operations in the City as well as in 

Frederick County and grow its workforce over the next three years, and has invested 

$12.3 million in the 181 Battaile Drive facility located in the City, and has begun hiring 

the additional 89 jobs at that location over the next two years; 

 

WHEREAS, Trex and its operation will require rail access and intends to install a side 

track and two additional tracks for storage, loading, and unloading of materials located 

at 3229 Shawnee Drive in Frederick County as part of their expansion with an 

approximate investment of $2,713,000; 

 

WHEREAS, Trex has reported to the Winchester Common Council their intent to apply 

for Industrial Access Railroad Track Funds from the Commonwealth of Virginia's 

Department of Rail and Public Transportation in the amount of $300,000;  

 

WHEREAS; Trex has requested that the Winchester City Council provide a resolution 

supporting its application for said funds which are administered by the Virginia 

Department of Rail and Public Transportation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Rail and Public Transportation has requested support 

from both localities due to the cross jurisdiction of this project. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Winchester Common Council of the City of 

Winchester herby endorses and supports the application of Trex Company, Inc. for 

$300,000 in Industrial Access Railroad Track Funds.  
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