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CITY COUNCIL ACTION MEMO 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Kari VanDiest, Deputy Clerk of Council 

Date: November 24, 2015 

Re: Resolution to Set the 2016 Meeting Schedule for the Winchester Common 
Council 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE ISSUE:  Is it the desire of Council to set a schedule for its regularly held meetings? 

 

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN:  Improve City services and advance the City’s 

strategic plan goals by promoting a culture of transparency, efficiency and innovation. 

 

BACKGROUND:  In the past, the City Council has adopted a resolution at the 

beginning of each calendar year to set the meeting dates for the regular meetings 

according to the City Code Section 2-24 and for the work sessions. Setting the schedule 

will provide the citizens with meeting information in a timely manner and eliminate the 

need to advertise each meeting separately. It should be noted the second meeting date 

in December 2016 will be scheduled January 3, 2017, due to the holidays.   

 

BUDGET IMPACT:  None 

 

OPTIONS:   

 

1. Continue with the current practice of adopting the resolution at the beginning of each 

calendar year. 

 

2. Advertise each meeting separately as scheduled. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  It is recommended the Council adopt the resolution setting the 

schedule for regular meetings and work session.   

..



 

RESOLUTION TO SET THE 2016 MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE 

WINCHESTER COMMON COUNCIL 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Winchester, Virginia, finds it 

desirable to establish a schedule of its Regular Meetings and Work Sessions for the 

period beginning January 1, 2016, and concluding December 31, 2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 15.2-1416 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, 

allows the said Council to also establish a schedule of alternate dates for each of said 

Regular Meetings so that in the event the Chairman or Mayor (or Vice-Chairman or 

Vice-Mayor, in the absence of the Chairman or Mayor) declares that weather or other 

conditions are such that it is hazardous for the members to attend a scheduled Regular 

Meeting, then all hearings and other matters shall be conducted at the continued 

meeting with no further advertisement required; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the wish of Common Council to clarify its authorization to the 

President of Council to exercise discretion with regard to other specified circumstances 

under which it may be permissible to cancel or postpone a meeting.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that all meetings hereinafter described 

shall be conducted at Rouss City Hall, 15 North Cameron Street, Winchester, Virginia, 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month, with Regular Meetings beginning at 

6:00 P.M. and Work Sessions beginning at 7:00 P.M. or immediately following the 

Regular Meeting in the event that the Regular Meeting go beyond 7:00 P.M.; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following schedule of Regular Meetings 

and Work Sessions is, hereby, adopted with the alternate or continued date appearing 

in parenthesis beside the date for each Regular Meeting: 

 

Schedule of Work Sessions and Regular Meetings 

          

      January 12, 2016   (January 19, 2016) 

        January 26, 2016   (February 2, 2016) 

February 9, 2016   (February 16, 2016) 

February 23, 2016   (March 1, 2016) 

   March 8, 2016   (March 15, 2016) 

March 22, 2016   (March 29, 2016) 

         April 12, 2016   (April 19, 2016) 

   April 26, 2016   (May 3, 2016) 

   May 10, 2016   (May 17, 2016) 

   May 24, 2016   (May 31, 2016) 

   June 14, 2016   (June 21, 2016) 

   June 28, 2016   (July 5, 2016) 

   July 12, 2016    (July 19, 2016) 

   July 26, 2016    (August 2, 2016) 

   August 9, 2016   (August 16, 2016) 



   August 23, 2016   (August 30, 2016) 

   September 13, 2016  (September 20, 2016) 

   September 27, 2016  (October 4, 2016) 

   October 11, 2016   (October 18, 2016) 

   October 25, 2016   (November 1, 2016) 

   November 8, 2016   (November 15, 2016) 

   November 22, 2016   (November 29, 2016) 

   December 13, 2016   (December 20, 2016) 

   January 3, 2017    

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all advertisements for Public Hearings should 

reflect the alternate date. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in addition to being authorized to cancel or 

postpone meetings where, in the opinion of the President of Council weather or other 

conditions are such that it is hazardous for members of Council to attend a scheduled 

meeting, the President of Council is hereby authorized to act on behalf of Common 

Council to cancel or postpone meetings or other cause including but not limited to 

situations where in his/her judgment, there are is insufficient public business prepared 

for presentation to warrant the holding of a meeting of the governing body. Upon any 

such cancellation or postponement, the President shall use all reasonable means to 

promptly notify the other members of Council and the press of the cancellation or 

postponement, and in accordance with §15.2-1416 of the Code of Virginia, all hearings 

and other matters shall be conducted at the continued meeting with no further 

advertisement required. 
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