
COMMUNITY SAFETY & PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE 
June 2, 2009 – 5:30 PM 

City Council Chambers – Rouss City Hall 
 
 

  
PRESENT: President Jeff Buettner; Councilor Milt McInturff, Les Veach and John 

Willingham; Mayor Elizabeth Minor (5) 
ABSENT: Vice-Mayor Michael Butler; Councilor Evan Clark and John Hill; Vice-

President Art Major (4) 
 
Call to Order - President Buettner called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes – Councilor Willingham moved to approve the minutes from the 
May 5, 2009 committee meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilor McInturff then 
unanimously approved by voice-vote.    
 
Community Safety Report – Chairman Minor 
 

a. Motion to appointment Richard Troop to the LEPC – Lynn Miller, Emergency 
Management Coordinator 

 
President Buettner moved to forward the appointment to Council.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilor Veach then unanimously approved by voice-vote.    

 
b. Taxicab Ordinance Discussion – Anthony Williams, City Attorney  

 
City Attorney Anthony Williams stated he has been asked by Mayor Minor to 
give some insight on the amendments and history of this ordinance.  The 
manager’s office and some councilors have received an inquiry from a cab 
company specifically regarding the issuance of the Certificate of Public 
Convenience.  A couple of years ago, Council amended the ordinance to 
provide for the Chief of Police to issue the Certificate of Public Convenience 
in lieu of Council.  However, Section 31-16 had not been changed.  The 
definition section still provided that Council issue the certificate causing a 
conflict within the ordinance itself.  The question was raised because the 
definition section identified City Council but the practice and actual operating 
portion identified the Chief.  Ultimately, the deletion of Council in Section 31-
16 was the primary force for bringing this before the committee.  A suggestion 
was made by the assistant city manager that perhaps the certificate should be 
called Certificate of Taxi Service in lieu of Certificate of Public Convenience 
for clarity.  Therefore, the name of the certificate itself has been changed but 
no other changes have been made.  It is simply a matter of amending the 
ordinance to match what Council did years ago regarding the issuance of the 
certificate.   
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Brad Pollack, an attorney from Shenandoah County, stated he was brought in 
on Sunday evening because the taxi cab drivers wanted to take a stand.  The 
local drivers are very concerned about outside operators coming into the city 
without adequate local control or regulation.  The taxi drivers who have come 
to him and demonstrated today are local business people who are very 
concerned not only about their businesses but about the safety of the citizenry.  
All across Virginia and all across the United States, taxi service is strictly 
regulated.  In times when people never pick up hitch-hikers and are afraid of 
most strangers, the City Council has the primary authority to regulate the city 
cabs.  To allow out of area cab companies to have no local garages for the 
Police Chief to inspect the vehicles and staff and to discuss issues with the 
local operator seems inconsistent with the code and with the historic purpose 
of the city regulating taxi cab businesses.  It will be so easy for outside 
operators to operate out of their homes, from the street or a driveway.  This is 
a professional undertaking.  He does not think any of the citizens want just 
anybody off the street responding for their calls for a taxi.  The Virginia Code 
allows for strict regulation by City Council and it is common practice in the 
Commonwealth and throughout the country.  The local drivers see problems 
with deregulation for outside operators and would like the city to not loosen 
up the regulations so the public can be protected from the outside people who 
are not accountable to the local people.  He asked Council to take a hard look 
at this issue and tighten it up.  He also suggested asking the city attorney to 
look at other cities of this size to see how they regulate their taxi cab 
industries        

 
Councilor Clark arrived at 5:39 p.m.   

 
Mr. Williams stated he thinks it is the intention of Council to make this code 
as workable as possible but there may be a misunderstanding to what this 
does.  The City has actually strengthened the requirements to provide proof of 
a business license and tax payments before a certificate will be issued.  He 
stated he would be willing to consult with Mr. Pollack for additional 
suggestions.     

 
President Buettner moved to forward the ordinance to Council with the idea 
that Mr. Williams, Mr. Pollack, Councilor Clark and the taxi operators will 
come up with a workable solution.  He stated that when it comes back, it will 
be handled in manner where a constructive discussion could be held.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilor Veach then unanimously approved by 
voice-vote.     

 
c. FOR INFORMATION ONLY – Police Department Update  

 
 
 
Public Services Report – Chairman Veach 
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c. All  Way Stop Intersection Design Discussion - Perry Eisenach, Public 

Services Director 
 

Mr. Eisenach stated staff decided to postpone the all way stop conversions 
because of concerns with safety.  The location of the stop signs would not be 
visible in some locations and need to be moved into the line of sight.  In an 
effort to combine the planned sidewalk reconstruction project with the 
conversion, a bump out will be constructed that will move the stop sign out 
into the road 5 feet.  This will not decrease the turning radius in the 
intersections.  Brick will be used in the Historic District except for the ADA 
ramps.  The cost will not be much more than what was planned for the ADA 
ramps.     

 
b. Modifications to City’s Street Inventory -  Perry Eisenach, Public Services 

Director  
 

Mr. Eisenach stated the city receives a payment from the state based on the 
number of lane miles the city maintains.  Staff went through the list and 
determined it was out of date.  After going through the inventory street by 
street, staff found needed modifications of 4.87 miles of arterial streets and 
4.52 miles of collector/local streets and needed additions of 1.20 miles of 
arterial streets and 3.42 miles of collector/local streets.  The city should 
receive $180,000.00 in addition funds from the state with this update.  The 
inventory will be verified annually for accuracy.     

  
 Councilor Clark moved to send forward a resolution approving the Street 
Inventory Modifications to Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Willingham then unanimously approved by voice-vote.     

 
c. Project Administration Agreement with VDOT for Sidewalk Replacement 

Revenue Sharing Project  - Perry Eisenach, Public Services Director  
 

Mr. Eisenach stated the city previously applied to VDOT for a Revenue 
Sharing Program for sidewalk replacement in the amount of $1 million 
dollars.  Although, staff will not be ready to begin construction until FY2011, 
a resolution is required authorizing the city manager to sign the agreement.        

 
Councilor Veach asked if the city has an out if funds are not available then.  
Mr. Williams stated subsection b on page 2 of the agreement does give that 
opportunity.   
 
President Buettner directed Mr. Eisenach to see if the project can be moved if 
needed to be.  He then moved to send the resolution forward to Council 
pending the answers to the questions.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Willingham then unanimously approved by voice-vote.    
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d. Construction Projects Update - Perry Eisenach, Public Services Director 

 
Mr. Eisenach stated all of the projects are on time and on budget.  He then 
presented an update on the various projects in the city.   
 
President Buettner stated he has received letters from Bill Bayliss of the EDA 
and others requesting all brick sidewalks for Cameron, Braddock and 
Piccadilly Streets.   

 
Mr. Eisenach stated he measured the area and it would cost about $185,000 to 
install all brick sidewalks on the three streets.   

 
Economic Redevelopment Director Jim Deskins stated the EDA is in the 
process of marketing the city and all of the work that has been done in the past 
to make downtown a place or a core of our community would be greatly 
enhanced and supported with all brick sidewalks.     

 
Councilor Veach asked about the options for funding.  Mr. Eisenach stated if 
no unexpected items come up, there will be a contingency at the end of the 
project that could be used, funds could be taken from the Utility Capital 
Reserves, or the funds could be taken from the General Fund Reserves.  If the 
extra $180,000.00 is received from the Street Inventory Modifications next 
year, the funds could be used on the sidewalk projects.    

 
Councilor McInturff asked if any consideration has been given to doing 
anything different to the George Washington Museum area that currently has 
concrete and brick.  Mr. Eisenach stated it would be at Council’s discretion 
but all brick would be installed on Braddock Street but not on Cork Street.   

 
President Buettner asked if that intersection is covered in the all brick 
proposal.  Mr. Eisenach stated it is but the brick would only come out about 
15-20 feet on the Cork Street side.   

 
Mayor Minor moved to send forward for approval the installation of all brick 
sidewalks on Cameron, Braddock, and Piccadilly Streets to be funded out of 
the contingency fund first and the remaining balance out of the Utility Capital 
Reserves.  The motion was seconded by President Buettner then unanimously 
approved by voice-vote.    

 
Other Items 
 

a. Pending appointments to Boards and Commissions 
 

Councilor Hill arrived at 6:16 p.m.   
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Councilor Willingham moved to forward the re-appointment of Anne 
Wigley as a member of the Social Services Advisory Board.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilor Clark then unanimously approved by voice-
vote.    

 
Councilor Willingham moved to forward the appointment of Fran Jeffries 
as a member of the Lord Fairfax Community College Board.  The motion 
was seconded by President Buettner then unanimously approved by voice-
vote.     

 
President Buettner moved to forward the appointment of Carolyn Griffin 
as a member of the Community Development Committee.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilor McInturff then unanimously approved by 
voice-vote.      

 
b. President Buettner moved to convene into executive session for the 

discussion of personnel matters at 6:19 p.m.  The motion was seconded 
and approved unanimously.      

 
Upon returning at 6:44 p.m., each member certified that only public business 
matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements of the Virginia 
Freedom of Information Act were discussed during the closed meeting, and that 
only those public business matters identified in the motion which convened the 
closed meeting were heard, discussed, or considered during the closed meeting.       

 
A roll call vote was taken, the ayes and nays being recorded as shown below: 

 
    MEMBER    VOTE 

Vice-Mayor Butler    Absent 
   Councilor Clark    Aye 

Councilor Hill     Aye 
Vice-President Major    Absent 

   Councilor McInturff    Aye 
Mayor Minor     Aye 

   Councilor Veach    Aye 
   Councilor Willingham   Aye 

President Buettner    Aye 
Adjourn 
 
Councilor Willingham moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:44 p.m.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilor Buettner then unanimously approved by voice-vote.   


