Members Present:

Community Development Committee
Minutes
Thursday, July 19th, 2007

Others Present:

Ron Mislowsky, Chair
Doug Toan, Vice-Chair

Cheryl Connolly
Carolyn Griffin
Skeeter Knee
Tim Machado
Harry Smith

Members Not Present:

Sherry Richards
Martha Shickle
Jan Sloan

Carla Taylor
Beth Williams
Sheryl Wolford

Guests Present:

Jeff Buettner Charley Gaynor
Sonny Shiley Anne Lewis
Anthony Williams
Item Discussion Action
Call to Order | Meeting came to order at 8:02 am.

Citizen Input

No citizen input.

The minutes for June

Mmu.tes June 2007 2007 were approved.

Review
Spot Blight Abatement
Skeeter Knee brought to the committee’s attention the SBA
ordinance changes that were in their packets. It was noted by
Anthony Williams that the changes that were made to the
ordinance were done simply to’mirror” the Code of Virginia. It
was recommended by Charley Gaynor that on Section 6-132 (b) | The SBA work group
where “slum” is defined, that it read: “Slum” as defined by the Ft)(laatnhset(c:)orger?irttteb:gt(
state code means..... (This ordinance amendment will be the August meeting
presented to the P&D on August 1%, 2007.) with an updated SBA
The committee clarified for Skeeter that the committee would list.

Work Group like for the SBA work group to continue to pursue vacant
Reports buildings, and only look at occupied buildings when necessary.

Neighborhood Improvements

= South Kent Street Revitalization

Charley Gaynor explained that staff is working
diligently to develop a strategy for the City to utilize the
efforts of private developers in our community. He
expressed that he feel the S. Kent Street revitalization
project will be a model for how the City should handle
projects to come. These efforts are expected to increase
safety awareness, property values and address the concept
of neighborhood improvements. (A hand-out on
revitalization was provided in the committee members
packets.)

Staff will continue to
work with all parties
involved in the South
Kent Street
Revitalization
project.
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Work Group
Reports...
Continued

HOME
Consortium
Membership

Committee
Vacancy and
New Members

Staff Report

= Martha Shickle reminded the committee that the office

Staff needs to start soliciting for planning services, and
asked that the committee designate a work group to
review and add input throughout this process.

Resources
Harry Smith discussed the establishments of a CHDO with the
committee. He feels that it is very vital that we act quickly on the
CHDO while we have council’s attention. Harry thinks that there
are two approaches that the committee could take: 1) asking that
Council be actively involved with the CHDO by chartering it or 2)
asking for Council’s support in the establishment of a CHDO.
The entire committee agreed that the best way to approach
Council is with a plan, not with options. So, the Resources sub-
committee was selected to work with staff to finalize by-laws,
come up with a business plan, and write job descriptions, etc. for
the CHDO. (A hand-out about the CHDO was provided in the
committee members packets.)

Martha Shickle explained to the committee that she is currently
the representative for the City of Winchester at the HOME
Consortium meetings. She questioned whether or not it might
be beneficial for a citizen of Winchester to be our
representative. There was some discussion on the matter;
however, the committee felt that Martha would be the best
candidate. (A hand-out about the HOME Consortium was
provided in the committee members packets.)

It was brought to the committee’s attention that John Schroth
resigned from the committee. | was also mentioned that the
committee can have up to eleven members and with John
Schroth leaving; the committee is now down to nine members.
Charley Gaynor recommended that a Winchester residency be
a priority when looking to fill these positions. All members were
asked to bring any referral names to staff.

A hand-out was created and given to the committee to update
them on what staff has had going on since the last meeting.
Martha Shickle reviewed this hand-out with the committee and
touched on a few highlights.

has been awarded a $10,000 planning grant from VHDA.

Staff will work with
the Neighborhood
Improvement sub-
committee on this
grant.

Staff will work with
the Resources
committee as well as
the City Attorney to
establish a plan for
the CHDO.

Staff will continue to
represent the City
unless a citizen
shows interest in
attending these
guarterly meetings.

Staff will work with
the committee to
bring names of
representatives
forward to Council.

Staff will continue to
keep the committee
up-to-date on all
progress that the
office makes.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 am.

***Please note that our next meeting date is Thursday,
August 16th, 2007 at 8:00 am in the OHND Conference
Room, Timbrook Annex.

Respectfully submitted by: Beth Williams
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