
Community Development Committee 
April 6, 2010 

 
Minutes 

 
Office of Housing and Neighborhood Development – 8:30 AM 

 
Committee Members Present:   Ron Mislowsky, Chair 
                                                      Cheryl Connolly 
                                                      Lori Fountain 
                                                      Carolyn Griffin 
                                                      Skeeter Knee 
                                                      Patrick Rodgers 
                                                      Les Veach 
 
Staff Present:                                Jim O’Connor 
                                                     Pamela Beamer 
                                                     Carla Taylor 
                                                     Tony Williams  
 
Others Present:                            Martha Shickle, NSVRC 
                                                     John Morrison, Laurel Center 
                                                    Vic Bradshaw, Winchester Star 
 

1. Chairman Mislowsky called the meeting to order.  
 

2. Discussion Item: 
 

a. Develop recommendations to City Council regarding amendments to 
the City of Winchester 2008/2009 Action Plan in response to issues 
related to sub-recipient Robert Pierre Johnson Housing (RPJ) Hearts 
and Hammer program. 

 
Articles from the Washington Post, and a letter from Housing and Urban Development 
specialist Doug Sease were reviewed.  RPJ Housing is under investigation for falsifying 
zoning documents. The Committee discussed the value of the homeowner rehabilitation 
program, as well as reviewing the program’s other alternatives. 
 
John Morrison spoke on behalf of The Laurel Center who submitted a letter of intent to 
receive assistance from CDBG funding that would be used for site development 
preparation. An estimate of $159,310 has been given for site work.  CDBG funding 
would offset this expense and could be utilized for general site preparation, sidewalks and 
lighting, or other infrastructure needs. 
 
A motion was made by Cheryl Connolly and seconded by Skeeter Knee to send 
recommendations to city council for 50% of $140,758.00 be directed to the Laurel Center 



and the remanding 50% to be allocated for home repair.  Staff was asked to research the 
possibility of securing a vendor/sub-recipient to facilitate the home repair program by 
2010 or the money would be reallocated. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 AM.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Community Development Committee is Thursday April 15, 2010 at 8:00 AM in the 
conference room of the Office of Housing and Neighborhood Development. 
 
                                                                         Respectfully submitted by: Pamela Beamer 
 


