
Winchester Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board Meeting 

Monday, January 27, 2014 
 6:30pm 

 
 

Meeting Location: Lord Fairfax Room, War Memorial Building 
 
Present: Krista Farris (Chairwoman), John Bentley (Vice-Chairman), Jules Bacha, Brian Wigley, 
Matt Mintschenko, Kyle Homan, Shelly Lee and John Elliott 
Absent: Rosie Schiavone 
City Staff: Jennifer Jones, Lisa Hamaker and Doug Hewett 
Council: Milt McInturff   
Media:  Vic Bradshaw 
Guests: None 
Krista Farris called the meeting to order at 6:34pm. 
 
Approval of December 16, 2013 Minutes:  
A motion was made by Matt Mintschenko to approve the December 16, 2013, minutes as presented, Shelly 
Lee seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Public Comments:  
No Public Comments. 
 
Chairwoman Comments: Krista Farris 
Krista Farris asked the Board to think about new Advisory Board members for the terms that 
are expiring next quarter.  
 
Skate Pavilion Fundraising: 
Jennifer Jones spoke to the Advisory Board about the Skate Pavilion and the fundraising efforts. 
She handed out the current sponsorship opportunity packet stating that $7,000 has been raised 
and the City has $35,000 in matching funds. Recently, two obstacles were put in place. The goal 
is to raise approximately $28,000 more. She asked for thoughts on raising funds since only two 
people of the past fundraising parties have any time to put forth and the current fundraising 
group is no longer active. New disadvantages facing the effort is some people that were 
fundraising have left the area, some parents have children that have now aged out and at least 
three groups have fallen apart since efforts first began. 
 
Idea sharing from the Advisory Board for fundraising efforts were reaching out to the schools to 
secure a school liaison, to have kids involved in the fundraisers, skateboard demos, a showcase 
of the facility with a City sponsored fundraiser, reaching out to the few past interested persons 
to see if they have any new connections, and contacting new businesses such as Element Sports 
for contacts of people interested in extreme sports such as skateboarding. 
 
Jennifer Jones will set up an interest meeting with Brian Wigley, John Elliott and Shelly Lee to go 
in the area schools for some informal conversations about the facility and fundraising for it. 
 
 
 



Shenandoah University- Memorandum of Understanding Update: Milt McInturff 
Mr. McInturff stated that City Council President; John Willingham, City Manager; Dale Iman and 
he met with representatives from Shenandoah University to update some of the items in the 
“MOU” between SU and the City of Winchester. 
SU is very interested in working with the City on the Amphitheatre project but wants to see the 
results of the Needs Assessment first.  
He also shared that the Park Advisory Board would probably be addressing the Adult Beverage 
Approval but; that depends on the Needs Assessment.  
 
Director’s Report: Jennifer Jones 
 
• Bridgeforth Field ADA- The concrete work is 80% complete. Weather held the project back 
approximately 2 weeks. The bleachers will be put back in place soon. The restroom, souvenir 
and ticket booth should be complete by the first week in June. Students from Handley High 
School have been doing most of the construction work. 
 
• Bridgeforth Field Artificial Turf- The original drawings have changed allowing the fence to be 
changed, field lights moved back and the installation of a retaining wall. The modifications will 
benefit Shenandoah University and Handley High School to hold play-off games by meeting 
NCAA regulations. 
The RFP will go out February 1, 2014 and the build date is August 20, 2014 to be completed by 
Thanksgiving. 
Kevin Sine, Park Project Coordinator, will be invited to the February Park Advisory Board 
meeting to discuss some of the field plans. 
 
• Cal Ripken World Series Update/ Yost Field Prep- The department is still searching for a title 
sponsor. Currently; fundraising efforts have provided $25,000 cash and $12,500 in-kind 
sponsorships. Both Rubbermaid and Stutzman Chevorlet have made $10,000 sponsorships. 
A “World Series” mobile app is being created to allow for better information to be received by 
the parents and citizens during the event.   
The Banquet is being held at the Lee Jackson and the host hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn. 
Anyone knowing of volunteers is asked to send the information to Jennifer Justice, Athletics 
Coordinator, jennifer.justice@winchesterva.gov as she is the Volunteer Coordinator for the 
event. Volunteer opportunities include gates, souvenirs, field prep, water hospitality, umpire 
hospitality, kid’s zone area, concessions, vendors, and rain date volunteers.  
Yost Field Prep: Winchester Baseball’s game season will be accommodated on Yost Field 
starting April to June 1, 2014. Practices will be held on other outside Park and school fields. 
  
• Winchester Community Gardens- A public interest meeting will be held Wednesday, January 
29, 2014 at 5pm at the Frederick Douglas Community Learning Center. Michael Neese, 
Recycling Coordinator for the City along with Jennifer Jones are asking the Community for their 
input on option 1 (Frederick Douglass Park) as the desired location for the first Community 
Garden. If the location is acceptable the plan will move forward to the Winchester School Board 
for their review and approval. 
Krista Farris commented she was very excited for the project and thought it was a multiple 
opportunity for growth. Gardens supported by the City can be useful to lend opportunities for 
educational purposes, be open to anyone and on whatever level they may want to participate.   
 
 

mailto:jennifer.justice@winchesterva.gov


• Winchester Star Articles/Pictures- 
Jennifer Jones commented on all of the wonderful articles the department is featured in the 
Winchester Star. 
 
• Needs Assessment RFQ- 
Proposals for the RFQ are due back on Friday, January 31, 2014. Potentially; two vendors are 
submitting quotes. 
 
• Community Day-Shawnee Springs- 
This year; on Tuesday, March 25, 2014 Shenandoah University will hold its Community Day. The 
project will focus on Shawnee Springs “clean-up” and may encompass designs for trail building. 
Jennifer Jones will bring more information to the Advisory Board as it becomes available.  
 
•General Comments:   
Doug Hewett, Assistant City Manager, spoke to the Advisory Board about the City Strategic Plan 
efforts. He reviewed a handout; “Draft FY15 Strategic Plan Targets for Action” commenting on a 
few items directly related to the Park and told the Advisory Board he would talk in detail at a 
later time as to how the Park Advisory Board can help. 
Mr. Hewett also spoke about succession plans for the City Board and Commissions stating they 
want them to remain viable. Applications for anyone interested in serving on the Park Advisory 
Board can be found on the City website; www.winchesterva.gov/  and can be submitted to him 
or Jennifer Jones. 
 
Jennifer Jones commented to the Advisory Board about Dale Inman’s (City Manager) 
resignation stating she was sad to see him go and that it would be a loss for the City of 
Winchester and the Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
Board Comments and Idea Sharing: 
Krista Farris commented that the walking trails were clear after the snow storms with the 
exception of one area on the sidewalk along Pleasant Valley Road near the Foot and Ankle 
building and the Jones Funeral Home. She was inquiring from the department if something 
could be worked out with the businesses to clear the entire sidewalk so citizens would not have 
to leave the sidewalk and be forced out into the street. 
 
Jules Bacha commented on a good job done in clearing all of the parking lots in the Park. 
 
He also inquired how the “Social Beverage Approval” would work. A Needs Assessment would 
be done first, there will be discussion from the results of the assessment; a recommendation 
would be made at a Park Advisory Board meeting and the recommendation would then be 
forwarded to City Council. Mr. McInturff stated before City Council’s approval public meetings 
would be set up to help educate the general public and for Council to gain a clear 
understanding. Mr. McInturff has asked staff to keep track of requests for adult beverages in 
the Social Hall over the next few months. 
 
Krista Farris inquired on the new programming efforts. Jennifer Jones stated the current 
programs are receiving good participation numbers and the new programs have about a 25% 
implementation rate. February enrollments will reflect more accurately how programs are 
doing. She also stated it would take about two brochure publications for the local area to 
become familiar with the department’s new programming. 

http://www.winchesterva.gov/


 
John Bentley inquired if the new pool in the area has affected the department’s facility. Swim 
lesson numbers have increased and the department has not seen a difference so far.   
 
Advisory Board Meeting Dates:    
Advisory Board Meeting:  Monday, February 24, 2014 @ 6:30pm 
 
Adjournment: With no further business to discuss Krista Farris asked for a motion to adjourn 
the meeting; Matt Mintschenko made the motion and it was seconded by Brian Wigley. The 
motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted; Jennifer Stotler; Park Administrative Coordinator  
 
 


