
Winchester Parks and Recreation 
Park Advisory Board Meeting 

Monday, June 22, 2015 
 6:30pm 

 
Meeting Location: Lord Fairfax Room, War Memorial Building 
 
Present: John Bentley, Shelly Lee (Vice-Chairman), Hector Robertson, Brian Wigley, Regina Coates, Rosie 
Schiavone and Kyle Homan 
Absent: Matt Mintschencko and Jule Bacha 
City Staff: Lynn Miller, Interim Park Director, Jennifer Stotler and Eden Freeman 
Council: John Hill 
Media:  Derek Gomes 
Guests:  Michael Miller, newly elected Park Advisory Board Member; BMX representatives: Jeff Ketron, 
Kim Wright and John Wood; Lynn Koerner, Shentel; and Coach Paniagua. 
 
John Bentley called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 
 
Approval of April27, 2015 Minutes:  
A motion was made by Kyle Homan to approve the April 27 minutes as presented; 
Brian Wigley seconded the motion. The motion was approved. 
 
Public Comments:  
Lynn Koerner, Shentel LLC (Shenandoah Mobile, LLC) Site Acquisition and Project Development 
Lynn Koerner with Shentel, LLC presented a request for site acquisition near the BMX Track in order to 
erect a 4G network tower and negotiate a lease agreement between Shentel, LLC and the City of 
Winchester.  
The proposal included erecting a tower with maximum height of 100 feet and minimum 75 feet, leasing 
of a 16x30 or 40x40 foot-print near the BMX Track and fencing of the area. 
John Bentley inquired about the emissions of the tower; all towers are governed by FCC, emissions are 
controlled at the bottom. 
Jeff Ketron spoke on behalf of the Winchester BMX commenting that the proposed area would not 
affect the track. 
Other questions were if the Park was the most desirable location, have the other 2 towers in Winchester 
had any emissions problems and how power was obtained.  
The Advisory Board requested Lynn Koerner provide more information on EMF and emissions.    
 
Coach Paniagua- Upstart Program 
Coach Paniagua addressed the Park Advisory Board with his initiative to have more City children play 
baseball and the ability to provide the program for free. He would desire a field 2x a week to offer the 
free program. If using the park would he have to rent the space?  
John Bentley asked him to provide more details on the free program. Brian Wigley suggested looking 
into graduated type user rates so staff would have some flexibility to charge less. 
 
Jeff Ketron- BMX Track   
Jeff Ketron asked about placing some signage on the track indicating no radio controlled cars are 
allowed. Winchester BMX uses the track to train for National Races. He commented that a 1” deep 
footprint causes a different reaction on the track when a bike is racing at 38mph. Lynn Miller indicated 



that from his Partner meeting with the organization both parties agreed they would like to see some 
limited public access to the track with closure for inclement weather. The defined public access times 
will still need to be determined. 
 
Chairman’s Report – John Bentley    
No new report  
                                                                                                             
Interim Director’s Report- Lynn Miller        
 
Skate Pavilion-The Skate Pavilion has been dismantled and the fence will be taken down soon. 
 
Frederick Douglass Park- With the indication of the lack of restroom facilities a portable restroom was 
placed at Frederick Douglass Park. Over a period of approximately 3 weeks the rental unit was upset 
twice, spray painted once and the company changed the handicapped unit out for a smaller unit due to 
less expensive replacement cost should damage occur. Lynn Miller has met with the North End Citizen’s 
Committee encouraging citizen support to help monitor the facilities. 
Mr. Hill spoke of visibility at the park and about writing a letter outlining the difficulties found within the 
park, soliciting citizen support to help maintain the park and report vandalism. Lynn Miller commented 
the North End Citizens Committee meet every other month and their next meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, August 20. 
 
Miniature Golf- The project is currently on hold, hoping to move forward within the next few months. 
 
Entrance Sign- The new entrance sign for Jim Barnett Park at the Pleasant Valley location will be 
installed soon. The older sign will be re-located to Lowry Drive near Potts Basketball Courts where the 
temporary banner is now.    
 
Tennis Courts Signage- With recent reports of improper court usage (soccer play) new Tennis Rules 
signs have been installed near all of the gates at the courts. The signs specify Tennis Play Only and 
include some of the basic rules they are in both languages; English and Spanish. 
 
Maple Drive Re-pavement- Recently, Maple Drive was paved in Jim Barnett Park, and Public Services 
helped to coordinate a raised access walkway across Maple Drive for the Par-Course. 
 
Winchester Rugby- Winchester Rugby would like to increase their program by adding a High School 
League- U19 to their existing programs at Weaver Park. Staff is reviewing the program. 
 
Partner Groups- Lynn Miller and Jennifer Stotler have met with 50% of the Park’s Partner Groups. They 
have obtained good feedback from each group and will continue to meet with them until they have met 
all groups. 
 
Communal Swing- After reviewing the communal swing with the department’s certified inspector, Leslie 
Bowery, the swing was taken out of service due to obvious abuse and broken hardware. Staff will revisit 
the area and determine the best strategy for the framework (installing benches may be possible). 
 
 
 
 



 
Interim Assistant Director’s Report- Jennifer Stotler  
 
Park Advisory Board Official Meeting Calendar- Shelly Lee made a motion to accept the FY16 Official 
Meeting Dates Calendar for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board as presented, the motion was 
seconded by Kyle Homan and approved. 
 
Parks Trip Refund Policy- Brain Wigley made a motion to recommend the Parks and Recreation Trip 
Refund policy as drafted with an addition to the policy there be included a 48 hour time limit on the 
transfer of registrations, the motion was seconded by Kyle Homan and approved. 
 
Web- Trac-The budgeted cost for the online software Web -Trac was approximately $18,000; during 
May 11-14 staff worked with Vermont Systems to implement a new online registration process Web- 
Trac. This is part of the department’s existing software Rec -Trac. The targeted go- live date is Monday, 
August 3. https://webtrac.winchesterva.gov  
           
Programs- Ballet, Art That Heals, Self-Defense, Cooking, Torchlight Yoga, Summer Camp and Basketball 
Camps have been among some of the most popular summer programs so far. 

Facilities-The Outdoor Pool opened on schedule Memorial Day weekend and the actual Memorial Day 
attendance reached 750. The Indoor Pool is open all summer for therapy swim. 

Special Events-The Outdoor Pool Splash Bash was held Saturday, June 6; the Family Day Fishing Rodeo 
was held Saturday, June 20 and the USTA Tennis Tournament was held June 5-7. 

Next Monthly Park Advisory Board Meeting:  
July Date and Time; Monday, July 27, 2015 at 6:30pm 
       
Board Comments/Idea Sharing: 
Brian Wigley thanked everyone on the Park Advisory Board and staff and he commented he had enjoyed 
all of the years he served. He left the Park Advisory Board with the thoughts of 3 challenges; 1) Park land 
acquisition in the North End of the City, 2) Wine and Beer consumption in the War Memorial Building’s 
Social Hall and 3) Consider Jim Barnett Park as a Community Park including City and County patrons. 
 
Kyle Homan commented he had enjoyed his 6 years of service to the Park Advisory Board and echoed 
the same comments from Brian Wigley adding the struggles with having a fully staffed Board and the 
same for other Boards in the City. 
 
Rosie Schiavone announced the 18th Liberty 5 K Race to be held Saturday, July 4 in Jim Barnett Park and 
she invited all of the Board members interested to come out and help with the race. 
 
John Bentley commented dedicating some time in a meeting for all Partner Groups to attend. 
He also indicated he wants the Board to start looking at the Needs Assessment data and begin to 
address some of the items it mentions.  
 
  
Adjournment- With no further business to discuss, Brian Wigley made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 
the motion was seconded by Kyle Homan and the meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm. 

https://webtrac.winchesterva.gov/


 


