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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 

The Winchester Planning Commission held its regular meeting on Tuesday, February 
21, 2017, at 3:00 p.m. in Council Chambers, 15 N. Cameron Street, Winchester, 
Virginia. 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Slaughter, Vice Chairman Loring, 

Commissioner Eaton, Commissioner Fieo, 
Commissioner Tagnesi, Commissioner Wolfe 

ABSENT:    None 
EX OFFICIO:    City Manager Eden Freeman 
FREDERICK CO. LIAISON:   Commissioner Kevin Kenney 
STAFF:    Aaron Grisdale, Tim Youmans, Josh Crump, Erick  
    Moore, Carolyn Barrett 
VISITORS:    Martin Cybulski 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Chairman Slaughter called for corrections or additions to the minutes of the January 17, 
2017 meeting.  Hearing none, he called for a motion.  Commissioner Tagnesi moved to 
approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman 
Loring.  Voice vote was taken and the motion passed 6-0.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Mr. Youmans noted that under the revised agenda, Item 2A under Public Hearings has 
an updated staff report which Mr. Crump will be presenting.  Also, a resolution to initiate 
TA-17-111 under New Business pertaining to double frontage lots. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
None. 
 
REPORT OF THE FREDERICK COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION LIAISON: 
 
Planning Commission meeting held on February 15, 2017.  There was one public 
hearing item for a new business on Route 522.  An action item for DMG Holdings to 
rework proffers was continued to the next meeting.  Information on the development 
plans for Freedom Manor and Southern Hills, both were sent to the Board of 
Supervisors for approval.  The next meeting will be on March 20, 2017. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
CUP-16-751 Request of Long Ridge Cigars, LLC for a Conditional Use Permit to 
establish a private club at 141 Featherbed Lane (Map Number 253-01-23), zoned 
Commercial Industrial (CM-1) District.  (Josh Crump) 
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Mr. Crump reviewed the staff report and possible motions.  There are two 
recommendations, favorable and unfavorable, with conditions attached. 
 
Commissioner Fieo asked if there were any present City regulations concerning 
smoking in open areas.  Mr. Crump said there were not.  Commissioner Eaton and Vice 
Chairman Loring asked about the deck measurements and adjustment of property lines.   
Mr. Grisdale said under the current configuration, they would not be able to meet 
setback requirements, there would need to be a boundary line adjustment with the 
neighbor to accommodate the development requirements.  The boundary adjustment 
would be an administrative approval by the Zoning Director.  Chairman Slaughter asked 
if the same property owner owned both lots.  Mr. Crump said there were two different 
owners.  Commissioner Eaton said there had been discussion about bringing the Green 
Circle into the Featherbed Road area or have it run alongside Jubal Early Drive.  Would 
this be a barrier to the trail?  Mr. Youmans said when the Pleasant Valley Marketplace 
was developed and the Pep Boys site was created, the property was subdivided at that 
time and additional right-of-way was created so there is room for the trail.  The building 
on the adjoining property is very close to the street and the trail would have to be 
constructed close to the front of that and possibly shift the traffic lanes.  Vice Chairman 
Loring asked where the curb cuts were for access to the building.  Mr. Crump pointed 
them out on the PowerPoint presentation.  He also asked if any comments had been 
received.  Mr. Crump said he had heard from the property manager of the shopping 
center and they did not have a problem with the case.  Commissioner Tagnesi asked if 
any there was any proposed signage for the shop.  Mr. Grisdale said they already had 
permitted signage.  Commissioner Wolfe asked if Pep Boys had a problem with the 
parking situation, could they post signs and tow.  Mr. Grisdale said that would be a civil 
matter they could remedy themselves. 
 

Chairman Slaughter opened the public hearing 
 

Martin Cybulski, representative for the business, said that no negative comments had 
been received and they had no plans to serve food at the establishment. 
 

Chairman Slaughter closed the public hearing 
 
Commissioner Wolfe noted that Long Ridge Cigars had been a good neighbor in its 
previous location. 
 
Commissioner Fieo made a motion to forward CU-16-751 to City Council 
recommending approval because the use, as proposed, should not adversely affect the 
health, safety or welfare of persons residing or working in the neighborhood nor be 
detrimental to public welfare or injurious to property or improvements in the 
neighborhood. The recommendation is subject to: 
 

1. The property owner take into consideration the concerns of all of the neighbors 
and addressing them as they come up; 

2. Strict obedience with all local and state laws, especially those pertaining to ABC 
licensing; 
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3. Use to end no later than 8:00 pm Sunday through Thursday and no later than 
9:00 pm Friday and Saturday, and; 

4. No live entertainment shall be provided at the property. 
 
Commissioner Tagnesi seconded the motion.  Voice vote was taken and the motion 
passed 6-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
TA-17-111 Resolution initiating an ordinance amending articles 1 and 18 of the 
Winchester Zoning Ordinance pertaining to the definition of double frontage lots, special 
regulations regarding yards and accessory structures (Mr. Grisdale) 
 
Mr. Grisdale presented the staff report and possible motions.  Commissioner Fieo asked 
what the rules and regulations are for access to garages set in a non-primary front yard.  
Mr. Grisdale said there were no driveway spacing standards in residential districts.  The 
property owner would just need a right-of-way disturbance permit from the Public 
Services department.  Commissioner Eaton spoke about the unique constraints of a 
property or technicality that doesn’t allow a homeowner to put up a structure with 
appropriate setbacks and how that forces a homeowner to apply for a Conditional Use 
Permit with the accompanying fees.  She felt that CUPs were more directed towards 
non-profit or commercial properties.  She asked if it would be possible to create a minor 
CUP and reduce the fees.  Mr. Grisdale said they are already making it more permissive 
for non-primary front yards.  If someone is looking for an exception to the ordinance 
standards then that is when the application and fees come in.  There are comparable 
provisions in the Zoning Ordinance.  Variances are very specific in terms of if the strict 
application of the ordinance is unreasonably restricting utilization of the property.  
Chairman Slaughter asked how a corner lot where two streets intersect is handled, do 
they have two front yards as well?  Mr. Grisdale said if the lot line connecting the two 
other streets is longer than the other two frontages than those two are the front yards 
and the longer line is the corner side yard.  There could be a situation where there is 
one front yard and two corner side yards.  This addresses corner lots and multi-frontage 
lots but there are some limitations. 
 
Commissioner Tagnesi made a motion to initiate TA-17-111.  Commissioner Fieo 
seconded the motion.  Voice vote was taken and the motion passed 6-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Chairman Slaughter asked about the previous work session and retreat that he had 
missed.  Mr. Youmans answered his questions.   
 
ADJOURN  
 
With no further business before the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 3:32pm. 
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