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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 

The Winchester Planning Commission held its regular meeting on Tuesday, March 21, 
2017, at 3:00 p.m. in Council Chambers, 15 N. Cameron Street, Winchester, Virginia. 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Slaughter, Commissioner Eaton, 

Commissioner Fieo, Commissioner Tagnesi, 
Commissioner Wolfe 

ABSENT:    Vice Chairman Loring 
EX OFFICIO:    City Manager Eden Freeman  
FREDERICK CO. LIAISON:   Commissioner Kevin Kenney (absent) 
STAFF:    Aaron Grisdale, Tim Youmans, Josh Crump, Erick  
    Moore, Carolyn Barrett 
VISITORS:    Ed Smith 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Chairman Slaughter called for corrections or additions to the minutes of the February 
21, 2017 meeting.  Hearing none, he called for a motion.  Commissioner Fieo moved to 
approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Tagnesi.  Voice vote was taken and the motion passed 4-0.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Mr. Crump spoke about the informational postcards for the Corridor Enhancement (CE) 
Districts that went out during the week.  There have been a few questions asking for 
clarification.  Commissioner Fieo asked about the sign for the Cedar Creek development.  
Mr. Youmans said the City will pay for the sign but the medical resort will be providing 
the easement where it will be placed.  He was unsure what the size of the sign would be. 
Commissioner Eaton asked if the businesses that received the cards were the same as 
when the CE districts were first being proposed.  Mr. Crump said they were.  Mr. 
Youmans said the City did not have a master list of businesses in the CE districts.  
Commissioner Tagnesi asked if some of the fences along Pleasant Valley Road could be 
declared as blighted.  Some of them were in very bad condition.  Mr. Grisdale said they 
wouldn’t necessarily be blighted but could be a property maintenance code violation 
which could be checked out.  Commissioner Fieo said they could also be a safety 
concern.  There is a long stretch where the fence is leaning towards the street.  The 
posts have rotted and some sections are totally unsupported.   
 
Commissioner Wolfe arrived at 3:05pm. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
None. 
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REPORT OF THE FREDERICK COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION LIAISON: 
 
None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
TA-17-111 Resolution initiating an ordinance amending Articles 1 and 18 of the 
Winchester Zoning Ordinance pertaining to the definition of double frontage lots, special 
regulations regarding yards and accessory structures (Mr. Grisdale) 
 
Mr. Grisdale gave a brief background of the text amendment.  There were no changes 
to what was discussed at the work session. 
 

Chairman Slaughter opened the public hearing 
 

Chairman Slaughter closed the public hearing 
 

Commissioner Fieo made a motion to forward TA-17-111 to Council recommending 
approval because the amendment as proposed provides for good planning practice by 
establishing clearer and more flexible minimum development standards for double 
frontage lots.  Commissioner Tagnesi seconded the motion.  Voice vote was taken and 
the motion passed 5-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
TP-17-084 Request of Winchester Public Schools for permit renewal for one mobile unit 
at 100 West Cedarmeade Avenue (Map Number 311-01- -20) zoned Education, 
Institution, and Public Use (EIP) district. (Grisdale) 
 
TP-17-099 Request of Winchester Public Schools for permit renewal for one mobile unit 
at 1310 South Loudoun Street (Map Number 232-01- -B) zoned Education, Institution, 
and Public Use (EIP) district.  (Grisdale) 
 
Mr. Grisdale reviewed the staff reports for both items.  There is no end date in mind for 
use of the units.  WPS are requesting annual approval for each of the units.  They have 
gone through the necessary permitting and inspections. 
 
Commissioner Eaton asked if the application was for additional units or just the ones 
that were there.  Mr. Grisdale said it was for the existing units. 
 
Commissioner Fieo said that after the work session, he had questions that were not 
answered as to ingress/egress safety issues.  He went to the school and the Vice 
Principal took him on a tour of the unit and he had no further reservations.  
 
Commissioner Wolfe asked about capital improvements for Quarles Elementary and 
how long the trailer would stay.  Mr. Grisdale said it would require an annual evaluation 
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to stay onsite.  Commissioner Wolfe asked what the plan was to alleviate overcrowding 
at Quarles so the unit would not have to stay permanently.  Mr. Smith said there are no 
long term plans for renovations at this time.  That school is slightly under capacity.  Part 
of the unit is for administrative use and part is for special program use.  They are asking 
for another year to observe and evaluate the other two schools that are overcrowded 
before they decide to move the units over.  They do not want to spend the money and 
possibly harm the structural integrity of the buildings by moving them before it was 
necessary. 
 
Commissioner Eaton said she understood the trailers were temporary solutions as a 
cost savings approach but it seemed like these were being used more as a permanent 
placement.  Temporary structures have two classifications – one is a temporary 
classroom that does not have any façade that matches the building; the other is a 
permanent module that does match.  She would like to see a better design in these 
buildings that could be less money than building a new wing. 
 
Chairman Slaughter said the permit process was designed for temporary structures.  He 
wondered if the permit process should be changed.  If it was a private company, the 
conversation would be different.  It seems like because it’s the school system and a 
government entity, it’s like they’re saying the rules don’t apply.  Mr. Youmans said 
historically City Council was adamant that the trailers should not remain for more than a 
year.  Frederick County had a lot of trailers on the property at Amherst Street for many 
years.  Council was focused on trying to get rid of the permanence of those structures.  
It’s hard to find a place at Quarles Elementary where they are not going to be 
conspicuous.  Ms. Freeman said there is also the financial aspect where the City does 
not have the capacity to issue another $20M to build another elementary school when 
they just opened a new one or add on to any existing schools.  The trailers are just 
going to be indicative of the future for a small amount of time. 
 
Commissioner Fieo said his main concern was safety and taking the tour alleviated that.  
He also felt that the taxpayers bear the burden for the school system and they need to 
weigh things carefully.  Commissioner Eaton said new residents are being attracted to 
the community and trailers look a little less appealing.  Commissioner Tagnesi asked if 
there were any construction projects upcoming for the schools.  Ms. Freeman said there 
were no long term plans other than at the Douglas Community Learning Center where a 
design company has been selected to work on renovating and preserving the historic 
character of the building.  Commissioner Fieo asked what the capacity was at the John 
Kerr School.  Ms. Eden said almost 700 and Mr. Smith said the population was currently 
below 600.  Mr. Smith said the way things are programmed actually determined the 
capacity, it was not really a set number. 
 
Commissioner Tagnesi made a motion to forward TP-17-084 to City Council 
recommending approval of the permit renewal for one mobile classroom unit as 
depicted on the submitted drawing. The recommendation is subject to removal of the 
units or renewal of the permit no later than one year following this approval.  
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Commissioner Fieo seconded the motion.  Voice vote was taken and the motion passed 
5-0. 
 
Commissioner Fieo made a motion to forward TP-17-99 to City Council recommending 
approval of the permit renewal for one mobile classroom unit as depicted on the 
submitted drawing. The recommendation is subject to removal of the units or renewal of 
the permit no later than one year following this approval.  Commissioner Wolfe 
seconded the motion.  Voice vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0. 
 
Comprehensive Plan Update Discussion (Mr. Youmans) 
 
Mr. Youmans said they went through the first half of the update at the previous work 
session.  Chairman Slaughter asked if there was much on the next work session.  Mr. 
Youmans said there were two new items.  They had planned on going through the 
targeted areas identified in the Strategic Plan.  Commissioner Fieo asked if it was 
appropriate to do so in a public hearing.  Mr. Youmans said they had to have a public 
meeting but it would not be a public hearing. 
 
Mr. Youmans said the City Council meeting had been postponed to this evening 
because of the weather.  They will be taking the cigar shop conditional use permit to 
them at the work session.  Mr. Grisdale will be doing a presentation on the extended 
stay conditional use permit compliance of ANS.  Mr. Grisdale said there are still some 
compliance issues that have not been resolved. 
 
Commissioner Wolfe said she attended the Frederick County Planning Commission 
meeting. Some of the items were a fast food drive through at the intersection of Routes 
50 and 781.  Another item was a CUP for a bed and breakfast in a townhome.  
Apparently, a CUP is required for all B&B’s but most people in the county do not know 
that.  There was some discussion about the requirements in the City for renting out a 
home for the same type of purpose. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURN  
 
With no further business before the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 3:33pm.  
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